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A Potent Weapon Against a Dangerous Foe 


COMMUNISM and the CHURCH 


By DR. ALFRED M. REHWINKEL 


It's hard to combat atheistic Communism unless you know 
its methods... where it operates... what its strengths 
and weaknesses are. 


“Communism and the Church’ exposes the true nature of 
this godless Marxist philosophy, gives you an effective 
weapon against this threat to your peace and freedom. 
Read this fearless, forthright book. Find out what makes 
Paper Cover $1.50 Communism tick — how it can be thwarted. Then pass 
Cloth Cover $2.50 en the facts to members of your congregation, through 
lectures, sermons and open forums. Only by knowledge 
and understanding of this enemy can Christians cope with 
the threat of tyranny and oppression. Get ‘Communism 
and the Church” from your bookstore, or order from 


CONCORDI PUBLISHING 3558-W S, JEFFERSON 
HOUSE | SAINI LOUIS, MO. 


PARISH PAPERS 


ILL EMPTY PEWS—Place a parish paper regularly and system- 
atically in every home in your community — then watch for results. 
Our customers report 25 to 50 percent increase in attendance. 
km IN Pasrorat Visrrrnc—A parish paper will multiply your efforts. It 
xtends your influence even into those homes where you cannot make 
ersonal calls. 


\EEP THE Suut-In Invormep—The parish paper brings joy and comfort 
0 the sick, the aged, and the shut-in. It is the modern means of effectually, 
Jeasantly and profitably reaching everyone in the community. 


Taxe Money ror tHe Cuurcu—Our prices are so reasonable a few ads 
r subscriptions make it possible for any church to make a profit from every 
ssue. Many pastors inform us parish paper profits have paid for many 


tems the church could obtain in no other way. 


Read What 


“The Capitol Churchman is proving a bless- 
ig to many in this community. The magazine 
srves to acquaint many people with our 
hurch and its services.” —Rev. I. D. Dickens. 
aleigh, N. C. 


“Your work and service are superb.”—Rev. 
arl W. Powell, Orange, Tex. 


“I certainly am glad to recommend your 
service and work to my friends in the minis- 
y. —Rev. Sydney Adams, Sunapee, N. H. 


“Your arrangement of The Messenger has 
lways proven satisfactory.”—Rev. W. L. La- 
eaux, Beloit, Wisc. 


amples of parish papers produced by this company 
s well as full particulars regarding our Standardized 


ervice will be mailed to your office. 


523 Ottawa Ave. 


The Parish Paper Manual gives complete 
information regarding local church papers. 


Others Say 


“Good service is always rendered by the 
National Religious Press.’—Rev.. Marvin T. 
Robinson, Rockford, Ill. 


“We have no complaints. Wonderful work. 
Keep up the good service.”—Rev. Thomas C. 
Jones, Ocean View, Del. 


“Your high-class syndicate material adds 
greatly to the quality and appearance of The 
Voice. Your service is greatly appreciated.”’— 
Rev. Allen S. Meachem, Broken Bow, O&l!a. 


“Your work has always proven entirely sat- 
isfactory. The service is very prompt.’—Rev. 
C. W. Hopkins, Scranton, Pa. 
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MY CHURCH AND I 


Y Church is the place where the word Oj 

God is preached, the power of God is felt, 

the Spirit of God is manifested, the Love Oj 
God is revealed, and the Unity of God is per- 
ceived, 


It is the home of my soul, the altar of my devo. 
tion, the hearth of my faith, the center of my 
affections and the foretaste of heaven. 


I have united with it in solemn covenant, pledg- 
ing myself to attend its services, to pray for its 
members, to give to its support and to obey its 
laws. 


It claims the first place in my heart, the highest 
place in_my mind, the principal place in my activi- 
ties, and its unity, peace and progress concern my 
life in this world and that which is to come. 


I owe it my zeal, my benevolence and my prayers. 
When I neglect its services, I injure its good name, 
I lessen its power, I discourage its members and 1 
chill my own soul. 


I have solemnly promised, in the sight of Goa 
and men, to advance its interests by my faithful 
attendance, by reading the Holy Bible, by never 
neglecting its ordinances, by contributing to its sup- 
port, by meeting with my fellow members, by watch- 
ing over their welfare, and by joining with them in 
prayer and pratse and service; and that promise I 
this day renew, before God my Father, Christ my 
Redeemer, and the Holy Spirit my Sanctifier. 


—SELECTED. 
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I Pray Thee For 


Enough trials to keep me strong; . 

Enough sorrow to keep me human; 

Enough hope to make me look upward; 
Enough labor to keep me in good health; _ 
Enough leisure to make me broad; ‘s 
Enough faith to accept Thy will; ; 
Enough love to exercise intelligent stewardship; 
Enough happiness to_keep Thee near. ‘ 
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MAAS GENUINE CATHEDRAL CHIMES will 
sound from your church or chapel tower in 
full, clear tones to attract all who hear 
them. For beauty of performance, tonal 
superiority, wider coverage; for smooth, re- 
sponsive action, look to MAAS, the leading 
genuine cathedral chime system in the ampli- 
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tary is a condensed Bible Library—five 
helpful, fact-filled books of over 1400 
pages within a single binding. The five 
titles are: Articles on the Bible as a 
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Commentary on the Books of the Old 
Testament; Articles on the New Testa- 
ment, and Commentary on the Books of 
the New Testament. This great work was — 
edited by three nationally recognized 
men—Edwin Lewis, David G. Downey, 
Frederick Carl Eislen, assisted by more 
than sixty famed associates. 
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Your Church 


CAN ATTRACT 
MORE WORSHIPPERS 


® Hundreds of churches throughout the 
land have extended their message beyond the 
pew with the glorious, heartening song of 
these unique, modern bells. 


Schulmerich Carillonic Bells employ the 
latest developments in electronics to produce 
extremely brilliant, clear bell-tones of great 
carrying power. Carillonic Bells can be 
installed in your present tower without 
structural alterations. They may be played 
in conjunction with, or independently of, 
your organ. 


Schulmerich Carillonic Bells will aid your 
church in extending messages of welcome, 
hope and faith throughout your community. 
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with Candlelight Services 


ANY churches find candlelight cere- 
monies an effective attendance-builder. 
These services appeal to the entire congre- 
gation by providing active participation for 
each member. More and more pastors are 
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build new and revive old interest in the 
church. 
Write for your free Candlelight 
Service booklet. Address Dept. E. 
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FAITH OF 
OUR FATHERS 


JOHN W. McKELVEY 


A Good -Fight 


UNT HET, as portrayed in a recent 
cartoon said, “I wish I could work as 
slow as Jennie does. My trouble is that 

work too fast and get through and then I’m 
wed for lack of a job.” However true this 
ay be for Aunt Het, it is certainly not true 
fathers, for work as hard and furiously 
they will, there is always one more chore, 
e more “fixing” to engineer, one more job 
aiting to be tackled. Life for fathers today 
as much a burden of responsibility, a chal- 
mge to capacity and growth, a struggle for 
ght and honor as it ever was. Frederick W. 
iber’s hymn thus speaks as truly for fathers 
day as it did in times past: 


Faith of our fathers! living still 

-In spite of dungeon, fire and sword. 
O how our hearts beat high with joy 
Whene’er we hear that glorious word! 


Not for one moment dare we doubt that 
thers today are making a good fight for the 
ings that matter most, as good a fight as was 
er recorded in the annals of history. It has 
%t been easy, for example, in the economic 
azy-quilt of post-war days, to maintain the 
undations of a happy and enduring home, 
hat with so many financial demands on the 
mily purse. Most fathers will understand 
tfectly the situation of the man who 
frewed up his courage one day and said to 
e boss: “I dike this company and I've en- 
her working for you, but right now three 
sta 


companies are after me and if I’m going 
stay on here I wonder if I could have a 
omewhat startled, as most bosses are, when 
ronted by this request, the boss replied, 
s interesting, Joe. I'll consider the 


ies you say are after you. What are 


er, but I’m interested in knowing the 


Joe answered without batting an eyelash: 
“The gas, the light, and the ‘phone com- 
pany!” 

From what I know of fathers, their battle 
for economic security is one in which self-in- 
terest comes last, if at all, and their anxiety 
is chiefly on the score of their families. Not 
infrequently their vicarious struggle amidst 
life’s crowded ways is met with repeated dis- 
appointments. As one father phrased it, 


I sent my boy to college 
With a pat on the back; 

I spent ten thousand dollars 
And got—a quarterback. 


Even so, fathers have a way of taking dis- 
appointments and difficulty in their stride and 
of refusing to yield under the impact of trial 
and hardship. 

By and large this never-say-die spirit char- 
acterizes fathers, also, in their determination 
to undergird the home with the spiritual dis- 
ciplines of the soul. To be sure, this is a 
joint-endeavor on the part of fathers and 
mothers, if it is to be successful. In any case. 
fathers know, despite all their singleness of 
purpose and earnestness of heart, that the 
course of a true home never runs smooth, and 
the need for spiritual stamina is always upper- 
most. One young father realized this only 
too well, and when he listened to the preach- 
er one Sunday speaking of a baby, as “a new 
wave on the ocean of life,” he remarked after 
the service at the door, ‘Don’t you think a 
fresh squall would have been nearer the 
truth?”” Whatever the nature of the tribula- 
tion, fathers are well acquainted with the truth 
enunciated so clearly by the Apostle Paul: 
“We glory in tribulations also; knowing that 
tribulation worketh patience, and patience, ex- 
petience; and experience, hope; and hope 
maketh not ashamed.” ~ : 

There is another realm besides the eco- — 
nomic and spiritual areas within the home 
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wherein fathers today are fighting a good 
fight, namely the moral realm which extends 
beyond the confines of the home and consti- 
tutes the battle-ground of contemporary life 
in its quest for right ways and lasting values. 
Christian fathers are pressed hard on this bat- 
tle-ground in their conflict against evil and 
iniquity and untruth, but they are not de- 
feated, “though wrong seems oft so strong.” 
They have seen the lessons of history and they 
know no hesitation, nor feel any terror. No 
matter how formidable wickedness may~ seem, 
or how polished the splendor of its illusory 
riches, it stands upon feet of clay, and the 


pebble of God’s inexorable justice and un- . 


changing truth will at length smash it to 
fragments and cast it to perdition. 


“A Straight Course 


To plight our troth to our fathers’ faith is 
a stupendous undertaking, but one even the 
least of us can tackle without fear or diffi- 
culty. The reason is that our fathers lived by 
faith from day to day, and we in turn can 
live no more than one day at a time. This 
was why Victor Hugo wisely wrote, “When I 
go down to the grave I can say ‘I have fin- 
ished my day’s work,’ but I cannot say ‘I 
have finished my life.’ My life’s work will 
begin the next morning. The tomb is not a 
blind. alley; it is a thoroughfare; it closes 
with the twilight to open with the dawn.” 

Because this is profoundly so, two things 
are true insofar as fathers are concerned. First, 
fathers have a straight course to run, to use 
the familiar words of the Apostle, and it has 
ever been their crowning glory that they have 
tun their course without too much thought 
for their own ease and well-being, their para- 
mount objective being to reach the goals and 
satisfactions so essential to the happiness and 
welfare of their children. And second, fathers 
who have run a straight course leave a heri- 
tage, imperishable and eternal, a heritage re- 
splendent with the untarnished heroism of un- 
sordid striving after truth and goodness, jus- 
tice and integrity. While fathers do not 
often sit down and ponder the why and 
wherefore of their ceaseless striving in life’s 
swift course, I think it is true that most 
fathers lean over backwards to save their chil- 
dren, if they can,’from the burdens and heart- 
breaks which clutter up. each day with grief 
and pain. And they realize, if they reflect on 
life's true meaning, that each man must run 
his own course, that he runs best who runs in 
faith, faith tried and proved, faith made in- 
carnate- by fathers who have not wavered in 
the heat of battle. | 
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Faith of Our Fathers 


I have no intention today of portraying 
fathers as angels. Every father knows only 
too well how gieat are his imperfections. I 
do intend, however, to portray fathers as the 
Psalmist suggested, “as a little lower than the 
angels,” as men made for high things and in- 
complete until they find completion in God. 
Most fathers, I find, are terribly aware of the 
earnestness of life and the imperial nature of 
God’s upward call. And, just as in times 
past, they know that men today must work 
together with God, and must labor in faith 
believing. “When man loses faith in God,” 
said Walter Lippmann recently, “he loses 
faith in himself.” A man without a country 
may be a pitiable individual, but a man with- 
out faith is totally derelict and useless.. Today 
nothing is more needed than men of faith. 
“It is astonishing that 2,000 years after 
Christ, men should become martyrs for their 
faith, “spoke Martin Niemoller in_ reflection 
on his-ordeal in a German concentration 
camp. ‘But pastors and laymen alike, who 
were killed by Nazi S.S. and the Gestapo, 
died not merely because they believed in 
Christ, but because they drew the consequences 
of that belief — they lived their faith.” That 
is the real test. —“ 

We fathers shall have to face the ines- 
capable consequences of our faith if we wish 
to laud and live by the faith of our fathers. 
There is nothing to be Jost in this process, 
nothing except the dross and vanities of life. 
There is much on the other hand to be gained, 
life that lives now in the realization of truth, 
beauty, and goodness, and life that lives 
throughout eternity in the knowledge that to 
live by faith in Christ is infinite joy and full 
guarantee of the unsearchable riches of heaven. 

To live by faith, as Kirsopp Lake has aptly 
said, is not to believe “in spite of evidence; 
it is to live in scorn of consequence.” For, 
when all is said and done, there is no use 
singing about the faith of our fathers until 
we are ready to live that faith in scorn of 
the consequences, in deeds as much as in 
words. Faith without works is as dangerous 
and false as politics without principle, as 
wealth without responsibility, as pleasure 
without conscience, as knowledge without 
character, as business without morality, .as 
worship without sacrifice. Yea, fathers, we 
will sing: ; . 


3 


Faith of our fathers! we will love ‘ é 
Both friend and foe in all our strife, 

And preach thee, too, as love knows how 3 
By kindly words and virtuous life: 


Faith of our fathers, holy faith! = 
We will be true to thee till death, 
i 
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CHRISTIAN 


MARRIAGE 


AARON N. MECKEL 


FEW years ago an elderly couple in- 

vited me to re-read their marriage vows 

on their Golden Wedding Anniversary. 
nding hand in hand, in the same room 
ere they had been united in marriage so 
hy years ago, they repeated the vows they 
1 faithfully kept inviolate, their faces pools 
serenity, their hearts oases of happiness in 
: midst of the world’s wretchedness. Well 
ght Shakespeare say, “Love's not time’s 
a!” 
In the nineteenth chapter of his Gospel, 
> evangelist Matthew describes a conversa- 
n of the Lord Jesus with the Pharisees. As 
ial, they try to trip Him up! They pose a 
ch-question: “Has a man a right to di- 
rce his wife for any sort of reason?” (Matt. 
23, Weymouth) It is a signal observation 
itt He who knew the human heart as none 
ier, refuses to “‘moralize’’ and set down 
mclad rules. He appeals instead from law 
grace, from hardness of heart to redemp- 
e love. “Why don’t you read your Scrip- 
es?”’ he chides the Pharisees; “If you will, 
u'll discover that God created His creatures 
ile and female from the beginning, and 
stined that a man should leave all others 
d cling to his wife.” And he adds, “Thus they 
-no longer two but one. ‘“What therefore God 
s joined together let not man put asunder.” 
t only one reason could a right-minded man 
k separation from his wife, or conversely, 
right-minded wife from her husband; mari- 
infidelity. Just think of the myriad occa- 
ns on which these words of the Savior 


ve been reiterated, more often than not, to 


tless ears; a command which is the very 
ver heart and matric of the marriage cere- 
ny. ‘What therefore God hath joined to- 
ther let not man put asunder!” 
We had beter do some serious thinking 
icerning the home and the marriage rela- 
nship in these unstable times. One out of 
sry four marriages is already a casualty in 
s Nation, and the spiral is up. According 
Prof. Elmer G. Homrighausen, the divorce 
e has increased in the United States’ 600% 
ce the Civil War. “More and more,” he 

“we are drifting into an easy, legalized 
rgamy, in which marriage, as we have 
vn it, is becoming the exception rather 
n the rule.” The Nation which contributed 
ened Bee 
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so much to snatch an imperiled liberty from 
the hands of tyrants abroad, is in danger of 
morally sabotaging that victory through do- 
mestic lawlessness and anarchy at home. 


I 


Christian marriage presupposes, to begin 
with, that we are willing to take God into 
account in the very process of choosing a 
life’s mate, and in establishing a home. Here, 
as elsewhere, “Except the Lord build the 
house, they labor in vain that build.” A mar- 
riage that is built on the sand of human wil- 
fulness and selfishness deserves to fail. When 
a women counseled with a minister recently 
concerning her unhappy: marriage, she made 
appeal to the command of Jesus. The coun- 
selor was necessitated’ to ask, ‘But are you 
certain that it was God who joined you to- 
gether in the first place?’ In a devastingly 
frank article entitled Marrying Is Not Mar- 
riage, in the Atlantic of August 1947, David 
L. Cohn writes, “It (modern marriage) is an 
orgy of the ego, an anarchy within the law. 
It is an indulgence of the immediate desires 
of man or wife without regard to family, 
children or state. It is the case of my wel- 
fare and the rest be damned.” The author 
goes on to say that many of these flimsy 
martiages are entered into with the general 
approbation of a superficial community. People 
are willing to-prepare diligently to become 
lawyers, plumbers, secretaries, etc., but evi- 
dently not as candidates for a decent and 
lasting marriage. It is a deserved and merited 
indictment of the kind of pagan home-life 
which is all too prevalent in America, . 

Let’s get it clearly in our minds that an 
officiating clergyman, whether Protestant, 
Jewish or Roman Catholic, mutters no magical 
hocus pocus that can automatically guarantee 
the success of John and Mary’s marriage. The 
Almighty, through the medium of the Church 
ceremony, can only bless and solemnize what 


is already in the hearts of the contracting 


parties. If they bring high ideals and holy 
resolves, their marriage, as we say, is “made 
in heaven.” But even God cannot forge a 
lasting relationship between a man and 
woman, with ropes of sand. Hence the utter 
importance of Christian homes, where spiritual 
fundamentals are inculcated in the lives of 
growing children; of intelligent pre-marital, 
and when necessary post-marital, counseling 
with a trusted monitor; of common sense and 
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alertness in the process of choosing a life 
partner! Let her ask, not, “Is he romantic 
and handsome?”, but what is more vital, “Is 
he kind, considerate of his loved ones and of 
aged persons? Has he a capacity for loyalty?” 
And let im ask concerning his future life 
partner, “Is her's a beauty more than skin 
deep? Does she possess character? Does she 
prize above all other careers that of being a 
loving wife and mother in the home?” For 
only of such stuff is lasting home-life made! 
When a happily married wife was asked con- 
cerning her husband, she made reply: “John 
may not be much on looks; but he is kind, 
and no matter where he is, I know I can 
trust him.” 

In this vital province of marriage, we 
Americans need to eschew, like a plague, 
the Hollywood mentality with all of its banal 
superficiality, sentimentalism, and_ selfishness. 
‘The carnal mind is—death!’’ Christian mar- 
riage presupposes that we take God into the 
process of choosing a life-mate and establish- 


ing a home. 
II 


Once entered into, the marriage relation- 


ship must be constantly renewed, to be kept 
alive and sacred. Life within the “holy estate 
of matrimony” can be beautiful, yes, but not 
automatically so! It doesn’t just spring up like 
Topsy. Like a plant or a vine in the garden, 
it must be lovingly tended, nurtured, its hard 
encrustment periodically broken up, the total 
organism of it turned newly towards the sun. 
Christian marriage demands to have spacious 
horizons flung around it, and to have deep, 
sustaining foundations underneath, The sane 
and homely counsel of Edgar Guest is ever- 
more to the point: 


“Home ain’t a place that gold can buy or get 
up in a minute; 

Afore it's home there’s got t’ be a heap o’ 
livin’ in it; 

Within the walls there's got t’ be some 
babies born, and then 

Right there ye’ve got t’ bring ‘em up t’ 
women good, and men; 

oes 

It takes a heap o’ livin’ in a house t’ make 

it home.” 


. Our spiritual muscles have grown flabby 
with regard to this thing we call marriage! 
The sturdy aim and end of marriage need to 
be redefined in this chaotic and pleasure-mad 
age. The true end of Christian wedlock is 
not primarily mutual convenience for two 
people, or even happiness. By and large, we 
Americans are a race of emotional adolescents, 
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and as a result, Duty, “stern daughter of tl 
voice of God,” goes unheard. Let it | 
dinned into our erratic consciousness: the a 
of Christian marriage is children, the esta 
lishment of a home, and a joyous, creati 
companionship of husband, wife, childre: 
When this spirit of stability reigns in a hom 
you can sense it immediately upon entering 


“Sweet is the smile of home; the mutual loc 

When hearts are of each other sure, 

Sweet all the joys that crowd the househo 
nook, 

The haunts of all affections pure.” (J. Keble 


A working relationship with a Christiz 
Church! A mutual concern for the welfa 
of humankind everywhere, one that ove 
arches the immediate concerns of the hom 
An adventure on the part of two persons, 
which time is taken to hew the rock-botto 
fundamentals out of the Bible and build the 
through prayer, into the warp and woof of 
home! Of such stuff, again, is lasting hom 
life made! God have mercy upon the ma 
who testricts his duty to that of a me 
bread-winner, leaving the spiritual concerns ¢ 
home and family entirely to the wife an 
mother. His vision is blighted with a parti 
view of his duty. He hasn’t grown up, spifi 
ually. If he has never yet knelt and praye 
beside a crib, nor felt the warmth of a litt 
hand in his as he entered a Church door, life 
greatest joys for him are as yet untasted! 

A woman, seriously ill, in one of our ho 
pitals, turned to her husband and asked hii 
to pray with her. When he stood by hel 
lessly, not knowing how, she said to hin 
“You are failing me in the hour of my dee 
est need. What kind of a man are you am 
way?’ That may, to be sure, be a rather & 
treme instance. But woe to the man, or tk 
woman, unaware of the fact that, 

“Tt takes a heap o’ livin’ in a house t’ mal 
it home!” 

III 


Christian marriage presupposes a growir 
trust fund of Christlike understanding ar 
love out of which forgiveness and mutual fo 
bearance may be dispensed, when the occasic 
arises. The mistakes and the misunderstan 
ings are sure to come! And what forev 
differentiates the Christian from the pags 
home is that in the former there is the pre 
ence of a love that “‘outlasts the stars” and cé 
forgive and forget, when the storms and tl 
winds and rains beat hard upon the hou 
of marriage. How comparatively easy 
would be for us to forgive another, wheth 
husband, wife, son or daughter, if we on 


WHY PEOPLE GO TO CHURCH 


FRIEDRICH REST 


INE solid, substantial reasons were 

given by modern men for going to 

Church. Positive answers to the ques- 
yn, “Why I Go to Church,” were submitted 
91 contestants, ranging from a 15-year-old 
gh school pupil to a university professor, 
om a highly ritualistic body like the Roman 
itholic Church to the informal Church of 
od. Jews, Catholics, and Protestants entered 
e contest, sponsored by the Dayton Daily 
ews in the fall of 1947. 
Three of us tried to judge the winners. 
abbi Ruslander, Father Ansbury, and myself. 
ore than once we found ourselves thinking, 
f we could put the last paragraph of one 
mtestant with the first paragraph of an- 
her, what a wonderful essay we would 
we!’ We finally came to a unanimous de- 
sion regarding the three outstanding essays: 
itst prize of $25 was won by a Dayton 17- 
at-old Catholic girl, Phyllis Agnew; second 
rize of $15 was won by Ira Malone, a Pres- 
terian of New Carlisle, Ohio; third prize 
as won by a mother, Mrs. Willis A. Christ- 
an, a member of Riverside Evangelical 
rethren Church in Dayton. 
Following the contest the essays were 
udied to find out why people go to Church. 
ach reason given in the essays was listed 
parately and finally grouped together under 
ine major reasons. These reasons are 
\ought-provoking; they uncover many more 
tives for church-going than superficial peo- 
le ever thought of when they say, “Church- 
ding is only a habit.’’ The answers may even 
ave implications for leaders of churches. — 


They Go to Adore and Thank God 


Down deep in our nature is the need to 
orship. One cannot give God the honor 
ue Him in the bustle of every-day life, so 
e go to meet God who is present in the 
hurch and we give Him the honor, love, 
Joration, and thanksgiving that we owe to 
ar ever-living God. 

One writer said, “God made me, gave me 
fe, a soul, parents, everything I possess. 
very hour, every minute, every second de- 
ends upon the goodness and generosity of 
od. Why, then, can’t I spend a few of 
ose precious seconds, minutes, and hours in 
re Church, His home?” The feeling of 
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gratitude runs deeply, according to these 
essays. “I would be most ungrateful if I 
should not go to Church to thank Him from 
the depths of my heart, for all that He has 
done for suffering humanity and me,’’ wrote 
a university professor. Letters showed that 
worshippers wish to thank God for all He has 
given: family, friends, forgiveness, country, 
education, guidance, food, and clothing. 


They Go for Spiritual Nourishment 
and Strength 


A question raised by one person is, “Of 
what value is a living, healthy body, if there 
is not a live soul?” Nineteen letters con- 
tained the conviction that regular attendance 
is nourishment for the spiritual life. The 
climax of this thought appeared in a quotation 
from Jesus: ‘Man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word that proceedeth out 
of the mouth of God.” (Mt. 4:4). 

In various ways people say they find strength 
in going to Church. Inspiring sermons cheer, 
give courage and power; new help undergirds 
and sustains them for the tasks of the week; 
salvation — defined in one letter as humility, 
freedom from worries, love for neighbor, and 
determination to see problems through — 
comes from a renewal of faith in God; power 
to be what their mothers and God want them 
to be, —all these and more expressions of Di- 
vine help enable people to meet the trials they 
face in an aching world. “The day of rest 
preserves the dignity of man in a day that is 
breaking into a faster and more demanding 
tempo,” wrote a married lady. 


They Go for Peace and Security - 


Typical of a vast number of people who 
find comfort in Church attendance is this re- 
mark: “God will hear everyone’s troubles — 
no matter what the color or creed.” Cares 
and hurt feelings melt away in God’s pres- 
ence. His still, small voice seems to make all 
things right. Comfort and an inner sense of 
peace come in the holy sanctuary, where God 
is closer than anywhere else. He alone gives 
peace when the world has none to offer. “I 
go as a sinner, He takes me in; as a lover, He 
loves me; in sorrow, He comforts me,” con- 
cluded one person. ; ‘Sp 

Only nine statements appeared containing a 
specific reference to forgiveness. One petson — 
confesses: “I fall on bended knee to ask for- 
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giveness for many sins, offenses, and negli- 
gences.”’ 

Three expressed the desire for escape as 
one of the main blessings. In Church they 
find a refuge from cares, where they forget 
the worries and sorrows of the outside world. 
A fourth person added, “I come out feeling 
like starting anew.” 


For Light on Life’s Way 


Another large group of people go to 
Church to learn. They want to learn how to 
understand the Bible, how to gain eternal life, 
how to pray for others and themselves, how 
to be obedient, and how to resist temptation. 
They yearn to have a better understanding of 
God, finding the Church a school for the in- 
tellect, hand, and heart. 

Eleven people look for guidance, guidance 
for their jobs, life, and every-day associations 
with people. ‘Sometimes in Church,” one 
wrote, ‘‘my perspective becomes clearer.” 


To Fulfill an Obligation 


A high school boy started his essay by re- 
ferring to a conversation he overheard outside 
his Church, in which one man said to an- 
other, “Well, let’s go in and get it over with.” 
He contrasted this statement with a more joy- 
ful sense of duty. Another spoke of the 
church-going habit when he said, “Regularly 
my grandfather took me to Church. The 
habit is a real and compelling reason.” “I 
must go,” stated another contestant simply. 
Still another reasons strongly, ‘“We ought not 
expect God to help us all week and not take 
time to go to His house of worship.” 

Biblical injunctions which stimulated the 
consciences of church-goers are: “. . . not 
forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, 
as the manner of some is.’ ‘Remember the 
Sabbath day, to keep it holy.” ‘Could ye not 
watch with me one hour?” 

Ten people mentioned the power of ex- 
ample. God rested on the-Sabbath, they rea- 
soned; Jesus was accustomed to go to Church; 
parents set a good example; a mother of five 
children said, “I want to be the right kind 
of influence to my five children.” Another 
mother explained, “I want my children to 
have the same rich heritage which is mine, a 
deep reverence for God and a vital interest in 
things eternal.” 


For Spiritual Enjoyment 
_ Many are drawn to Church because of the 
atmosphere which they find and the love. 
“The beauty of surroundings gives me 
peace; Sunday isn’t complete unless I attend 
Church.” The quiet atmosphere is impressive 
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to many. “I can pray more fully in Church 
than at home, where the noise in the house 
disturbs my attempts to have a silent conver- 
sation with my heavenly Father,” disclosed 
one essayist. The singing of hymns is an 1m- 
portant motivation, judging by the frequency 
with which it was mentioned. “If we didn't 
go to Church for anything else than to sing 
out our praise, we would be doing a good 
thing,’ wrote one who loves her hymnal. 
Hymns and music lift the worshipper into 
higher realms of thought. 

One person wrote his primary reason for 
going to Church in this way: “All my rea- 
sons spring from one fountain, my love for 
God.” God knows we love Him when we 
attend Church. ‘When we love a person,” 
reasoned a contestant, ‘we experience the urge 
to visit Him frequently. 

Several persons said they go to Church be- 
cause they enjoy it. One even went so far as 
to say he gets more pleasure out of going to 
Church than any place he goes. 


To Meet With Others 


The desire for fellowship is another motive 
for going to Church. One person expressed it 
this way: “I worship where my parents did, 
where my sisters and their families do now.” 
Fellowship is desired. Several expressed the 
thought that the best people in any com- 
munity are found in the Church and they 
want to associate with them. The most beau- 
tiful line written by any contestant, in my 
opinion, was this: “I love the music and 
harmony of kindred spirits as with others I 
join in singing praises to our Lord and 
Master.” This sentence was written by the 
third place winner, and the possibility that 
she may have unconsciously adapted it from 
Emerson doesn’t detract from its beauty. The 
note of worldwide fellowship was stressed in 
the essay which stated that she wanted to 
share in the prayers of communicants all overt 
the world. A few people stressed the equality 
of worshippers. ‘ ‘“Church is the only place on 
earth where every man can feel equal to his 
neighbor and his brother.” 


To Make Our World Better 
Possibly the finest expression of the desire 
to make our world better was expressed in the 
essay which took first place, written by a 17- 
year-old girl. . 
“The chaotic situation of the world today 
should be enough incentive for anyone to go 
to Church. ‘- 
“In periodicals and movies we read and see 
the result of a horrible war. Two years after 


(See page 253) 
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Persea OWT 
OF RELIGION 


T. N. TIEMEYER 


HE world is too fraught with fears to 
allow religion to add any more to man’s 
burden. True religion must have love as 

s basis. When one has fear in his religion 
is either because he does not know God, or 
ecause he is afraid that his God is failing 
im. 

As Christians, we must constantly be on 
uard lest we be guilty of deliberately inject- 
ig fear into our beliefs. So anxious are we 
) induce others to accept our faith that when 
é cannot win others by love, we are tempted 
) try it by fear. At that point, where we 
save love behind and use fear as a weapon, 
re leave the spirit of Christ and walk the 
fay of the pagans. Primitive people based 
reir worship wholly on fear because of their 
morance of a loving Father. 

We find the harsh note of fear sounding 
iroughout the entire Old Testament. Abra- 
am, in fear of his God, was persuaded to 
ffer his son. Moses told of a terrifying God 
tho would strike dead any who tried to look 
t Him, and remembered sins unto the third 
nd fourth generation. Before the burning 
ush, Moses was speechless with fear. Isaiah 
rembles in the presence of God, and 
achariah is frightened by the very thought of 
atering the holy of holies. So deeply in- 
rained was this fright that whenever an angel 
ppeared, it first had to calm its audience by 
ying, “Fear not!” 

The calm, confident faith of Jesus brought 
ligion to a level much higher than that of 
agan apprehension. He presented a God 
ho was a Father, not a monster. His God 
ras awate of the sins of His people, but 
itied them in their weaknesses. His God 
10wed mercy to the stranger on the Jericho 
yad, and with infinite love forgave the prodi- 
al. Not only does this God wait for us to 
um to Him, but He actually goes out to 
sscue the lost and bring them into His pro- 
cting fold. To be in the presence of Jesus’ 
od was not an experience of panic or dread, 
ut brought a sense of exhilaration such as a 
an feels at a joyful feast. This God would 
ot cause terror, but He was the very anti- 
esis of the pagan monsters. His perfect 
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love left no room for fear, but drove it out. 
When He is with us we shall fear no evil. 
When He is our light and our salvation, there 
is nothing to fear. Personal motives do not 
justify the perpetuance of the fear elements. 
Whenever religion is used to alarm, to tor- 
ture, or to terrify, we can be sure it has 
drifted away from the high standards of 
Christ. 


Fear of Worldly Evil 


One of the earliest bugaboos introduced into 
Christian life was the ascetic ideal and its re- 
nunciation of natural pleasures. Ignoring 
Jesus’ mandate to remain ‘‘in the world,” they 
forsook all that was ‘‘of the world’, for fear 
that any recognition of physical cravings 
would taint the spirit. By fleeing the cities 
and finding refuge in austere retreats among 
the hills and in the deserts they believed 
they were being faithful to the spirit of the 
Man who loved the common people and de- 
lighted to move among the crowds. Any 
pleasure was believed to be a device of Satan 
and even a smile implied a sin. They held 
such a horror for the consequences of acquies- 
cing to physical appetites that they frequently 
mutilated themselves to be free from earthly 
desire. 
How contrary to the spirit of Christ and 
the conception of a loving God! Our Father 
did not make our physical impulses to be 
shunned but to be mastered. Not one physi- 
cal appetite is inherently evil, but becomes 
evil with misuse. But it can also become the 
source of great blessings when properly con- 
Stewart Edward White in his last 
book, ‘““With Folded Wings’, advises: “Giving 
up things, by itself, has no merit at all. You 
cannot cut off part of life and have anything 
left but a monstrosity. Every aspect of life 
has a spiritual complement which its use 
can release... Asceticism leads to negation 
which withers life. So use each earthly im- 
pulse that you may eventually discern and at- 
tract its spiritual meaning.” 


Fear of Eternal Damnation 


One of the greatest crimes perpetrated 
against our children is the teaching of a 
(See page 254) 


Page 221 


The Editors Columns 
ay 


As a Man Thinketh 
ee light-hearted, though keen-visioned 


soul recently commented on the fact 

that if passenger busses got any larger 
than they have already become, locomotives 
will have to stop, look and listen at road 
crossings. The deep inner significance of that 
quip, for him who would flavor the laugh 
- with a touch of wisdom, merits more concern 
than the “whither are we drifting, and if so, 
to what extent,” type of superficial scanning. 

Production of trashy literature and ‘“‘comics”’ 
was freliably estimated not long since to have 
reached the staggering figure of 540 million 
copies per year. Were cheap news-print, on 
which such are printed, available without 
limitation, that figure would jump to around 
700 million. 

Broadmindedness in such matters can so 
easily be nothing more nor less than increas- 
ing breadth of conscience, which is come to 
such general coverage that it has become woe- 
fully thin at almost every point. The Little 
Red Schoolhouse at least started the little-read 
citizen in the right direction, but that direc- 
tion is working against almost insurmountable 
odds, which can overwhelm for the mere rea- 
son that they have become a deluge. 

I stopped at a local news-shop recently, to 
pick up a current issue of a photographic pub- 
lication containing an article on colored 
photography, which I wanted to study before 
starting out on a long contemplated photo- 
gtaphic safari. I was told by the news agent 
that for some months they had been unable to 
stock the magazine I wanted, although they 
had been given no reason why such should be. 
He then went on to elaborate a bit upon the 
woes of the news-stand operator. 

On occasion one may happen upon a seller 
of magazines, who has a fair understanding of 
his responsibility to his community, especially 
to the youth of his community. He doesn’t 
like the endless flow of salacious publications 
which pour in upon him. Yet, if he is to re- 
main in business, care for the legitimate wants 
of his cilentele, and be able to pay his rent 
and keep a step ahead of the local butcher 
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and baker and candlestick maker, he is re- 
quired by the news company who wholesales 
the monthly editions to him, to stock heavily 
with lewd and salacious publications, the covers 
no less than the contents of which, can only 
sting like an Adder and negate last Sunday's 
Bible School lesson, no matter how effectively 
it was covered by the teacher. 

To get one worthy publication on his 
shelves, the magazine dealer is forced to stock 
unworthy ones. For every single publication 
of merit which justifies its existence, there is a 
varying number of other publications, wholly 
unable to carry their own load of dirt, which 
fasten on like the parasites they are, and 
which he must also stock. Without taking 
the filthy ones he can’t get the wholesome 
ones. It is just that bad! | 

The plan is even worse than block booking 
of films to film theaters at its worst. In order 
to get one good film, operators had to take 
bad ones too, although no theater would last 
long if they were forced to deliver pictures as 
completely rotten and obscene as the filth 
magazines found on every magazine dealer’s 
shelves. 

The work of the active minister is a con- 
structive, positive one. He should center his 
attention upon presenting the Way, and the 
Truth, and the Life, with such high beauty 
and allure, as to find small time for the 
negative presentation of anything. But if 
there ever was a cause into which a minister 
should throw his weight with all he has, that 
cause is the cleaning up of the little, inoffen- 
sive-looking corner news-stand, for if one is 
what one thinks in one’s heart, the Church 
most surely has a responsibility in insuring 
wholesome heart stimuli. 


The Demand for Intelligence 


/ HEN Christ commissioned the disciple: 

to build His Church, a definite com 

mand was given to instruct as well a 

to baptize those. who would become member: 
of the Church. It was necessary that men un. 
derstood the true nature of that which thes 
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onfessed as their faith, and in order that this 
uight be the case, growth in Christian knowl- 
dge had to come first. 

Today, also, men and women must learn 
nd know what is the basis of the true Church. 
There is a great deal of confusion in the 
uinds of many nominal Church members, as 
) just what constitutes a healthy status of 
1embership for the individual and how much 
f how little is expected of him. 

Some say that attendance at the various ser- 
ices of worship is the only true criteria upon 
rhich to evaluate a true Christian. Others 
cel the need of a much more energetic par- 
cipation, and claim that as long as the indi- 
idual belongs to one or more organizations 
f the Church, supporting it with all the might 
ad fervor at his command, it matters little 
thether or not he indulges in the habit of 
2gular Church attendance “and is a frequent 
uest at the Lord’s Table. These people feel 
vat their membership in an organization is 
ve maximum that can be expected of them. 
heir responsibility toward the Church and 
re fulfillment of its program ends there. 
This is far from the truth! Dr. Paul Kirsch 
1 ‘Ecclesia Plantanda,” has this to say, 
Organized Church life is not particularly 
hristian and often is particularly non-Chris- 
an. Our Church has preached the Gospel 
uithfully enough, but has too often failed in 
sisting upon its application in corporate and 
rivate life. Everything the .Church, as a 
rporate entity, engages in which is not dis- 
nctively Christian, weakens its influence. 
verything which the Church, in its corporate 
xcieties promotes, which is only remotely, 
nd that indirectly related to the Christian 
lessage and aim, will ultimately counteract 
ad nullify that message and aim.” 

These are strong words and yet they say 
othing more or less than this: no organiza- 
on rightfully belongs within the framework 
f the Church except that it be a Christ-cen- 
red, Christ-loving and Christ-impelled or- 
anization. To be sure, fellowship is desired, 
hristian fellowship found in mutual pursuit 
fF our objective — growth in intelligent un- 
erstanding and acceptance of our Christian 
ith —P. H. R. in “Epiphany Call.” 


low Rich Are We? 


OW greatly has God blessed you with 
health? with means? with friends? with 
"~~ opportunity to express your talents? 
ith responsibility? with freedom to express 
yur convictions? in writing? in speech? in 
tion? especially your convictions about faith 


in God, and His all-pervading love for His 
creatures! 

How greatly we can expand this list of our 
discernable riches, our countless blessings! Yet, 
many of us are falling by the wayside as a 
result of our ignorance of our great inheritance 
and our blessings. We are spending our time 
and wasting our talents in feeling sorry for 
ourselves, instead of building upon the great 
foundations so freely given us. 

What good is wealth of talent, health, 
money, unless it is used to the end and pur- 
pose for which it was created? Thousands of 
strong, healthy, capable, and trained American 
citizens have wrapped themselves in a thick 
cloak of “We Want MORE” philosophy, and 
are risking the loss of the greatest blessings 
ever known to a people on this earth. Who 
fashioned this garment of “We Want More” 
which so many thousands of us are wearing? 
What crafty designer led us to divest our- 
selves of the well-fitting mantle of our pioneer- 
ing ancestors, whose aim and purpose in life 
was to “DO” and “CREATE” and “GIVE” 
of time and substance, and embrace so wil- 
lingly “the new look” at so great a price? 

Is it not time that some of us in the ranks 
of “We Want More’ citizenry use our talents 
and strength to DO MORE, thus answering 
our own needs, and curing the disease of feel- 
ing sorry for ourselves, and bemoaning our 
lack of opportunity? Free, healthy and virile 
citizens make their own opportunities, thus 
growing healthier, more virle, and more free. 
Those who permit themselves to be led into 
dead-end streets do not emerge as enterprising 
leaders, who fear nothing so much as the loss 
of freedom! 


Taxes, and Who Should Pay 


The question of who should pay the taxes, and 
how much of a man’s income should be taken 
from him in taxes by the government, is as old 
as the custom of paying for government. The issue 
was put before the voters of the country in January 
of this year, by the Gallup Polls as follows: 


“At present, some persons with large incomes 
have to pay more than half of their income in 
‘income taxes.’ Do you think an income-tax limit 
should be placed on large incomes so that no one 
would pay more than half of his income in federal 
income tax?” 


Favor limit 50% 
Opposed “~ 389% 
No opinion 1290s 


The reports concludes: An interesting result is 
that even among people who pay vety small income 
taxes—below $150 a year—there is sentiment in 
favor of the limitation on taxing of the well-to- 
do. This bears out findings in other years that 
Americans of moderate means are not out to “soak 
the rich.” 
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THE CHURCH 
AT WORK 


The Way We Look at Things 


If you think you're badly treated by your 
wife or husband, (or congregation, etc.) my 
friend, Dr. Edwin, who has the gift of curing 
heartache, will tell you the famous story of 
Kepler, the astronomer. Having made a failure 
of his first marriage, he decided that his second 
wife must be chosen scientifically. 

First, he made a list of the women he con- 
sidered eligible, then he wrote on one side 
of their names their good qualities, on the 


other, their bad ones. Mathematically he chose. 


the lady with the most good qualities. 

But, Keplet’s second marriage was a worse 
failure than the first. The scientist then de- 
clared that the whole problem was insoluble. 

Never once did he think of listing his own 
bad qualities. Either marriage might have been 
a success if he had looked into his own heart 
for the remedies. (Fulton Ousler, in Reader's 
Digest.) a 


Mother’s Day 


40 years ago, Miss Anna M. Jarvis got the 
idea of having a day set aside when men and 
women throughout the nation would pay 
special honor to their mothers. Miss Jarvis, 
unmarried, and living with an unmarried sister, 
Elsa, was 46 years of age at the time. 

Anna Jarvis’ own mother, Mrs. Ann Reeves 
Jarvis, had died on the second Sunday in May, 
1905, and that is why the second Sunday in 
May was designated as ‘Mother's Day.” It 
was first celebrated in a tiny church in Grafton, 
West Virginia, the town where Anna was 
born. 

“Live this day as your mother would have 
you,’ she urged, and suggested’ a letter, a 
visit home or having one’s mother for a 
guest. Some real act of kindness was an al- 
ternative for those whose mothers no longer 
were living.” 

_ Although a sincere devotion and a deep 
realization of her loss undoubtedly were be- 


hind the movement, the real beginning of 
; 
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Mother’s Day might be said to go back to the 
time just after the Civil War when Anna's 
own mother organized the Union and Con- 
federate mothers of her little one ie an 
effort to get the boys in blue and the boys in 
gray to be friend’ again. Anna carried this 
memory on.—From “The American Weekly.” 


Mother’s Day Song Service 


Under the caption, ‘Songs Our Mothers 
Loved,” Asbury-Delaware Methodist Church, 
Buffalo, New York, planned a 7:30 P. M. 
service for Mother’s Day last year. A com- 
mittee of four members, and three choirs 
planned and conducted the service, to the help 
and delight of all who attended. Mothers 
were presented with flowers, upon entering 
the church. 

Such a program can be planned for any 
church, large or small, and since the worship- 
pers enjoy taking part in the singing of fa- 
miliac Hymns, only the solo, quartette, ot 
choir parts will need rehearsing. ie 

Giving the people the opportunity to lif 
their hearts in song will be an effective anti- 
dote to the mist of ‘‘fear’’ which has settléd 
down upon many a community in this over. 
propagandized era of our national life. Listen. 
ing to singing, no matter how well it is done, 
does not do for the human heart what actual 
singing does. ee : 


Mother’s Day . | 


Each brings a gift with love replete, 
_ Hoping in some small way 
~ To make a mother’s joy complete 
On this, her festive day. 


Heroic sons, on battlefields, 
Declare an armistice 
To say a prayer for love which yields 


Earth’s choicest benefice. =. 
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They gladly die that those may live 
Who thrilled at their first breath; 
No greater gift is theirs to give 
Who keep a tryst with Death. 


But, gold star mothers’ eyes are dim; 
They ponder Victory, 

Which asks the sacrifice of him 
Who died to keep them free. 


—Leslie Smith (Exchange) 


‘edding Marches 


Festal Marches for Organ Processional and 
scessional for Wedding Music, by Joseph J. 
icGrath, may be secured from J. Fischer & 
ro., 119 West 40th St., New York, N. Y. 
tder Fischer Edition No. 8382, price $1.00. 
A list of Choruses for mixed voices, or any 
‘oup arrangement, giving order number, and 
‘ice, as well as other detailed information, 
ay be secured from J. Fischer & Bro., at 
e above address. 


adiant Projection Screens 


Radiant Screen Manufacturers announce 
[he new Radiant Champion Portable Model 
~ in sizes and prices, 30” x 40” $13.50; 
yx 40” $16.00; 37” x 50” $19.75. Equip- 
ent includes finger-tip control adjusting lock, 
id-away carrying handle, and adjustable 
bber tipped legs. If your local dealer does 
st have the screens for demonstration, your 
quiry addressed to The Expositor, Adver- 
sing Dept., East Aurora, N. Y., will be for- 
arded to the Manufacturer at once. 


Prayer for Mothers 


O God, we offer Thee praise and benedic- 
yn for the sweet and devoted ministries of 
otherhood in human life. We bless Thee for 
ir own dear mothers who built up our lives 
theirs, through tireless love, voiceless 
ayers, for the agony with which they fol- 
wed us through our sins and won us back. 
fe thank Thee for the divine power of en- 
wance, self-forgetfulness, and tireless min- 
ty in mother love. 

We pray Thee, Our Heavenly Father, for 
rgiveness of our repeated and selfish 
oughtlessness and sin against the never- 
ding love and sacrifice of motherlove, which 
n0u hast so wisely draped about the tender 
ars of Thy human creatures. We thank Thee, 
ur Father, for Thy sustaining love of our 
others, in trials, doubts, disappointments, 
d in their hour of glory. 
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ay, 1948 ad 2 


Heavenly Father, we pray Thy warmest 
blessing upon all mothers of all races of men 
upon Thy earth, especially for those who 
kneel at Thy altar in humility, worship, and 
thanksgiving for the responsibility Thou hast 
placed in their keeping. We ask in Jesus’ 
Name, Amen. Lat Seo 


Icebreaker for 
Father and Son Banquet 


The following plan was successfully used 
to help those attending a Father and Son 
banquet feel at home from the very minute 
of their arrival. 

The motif of the decorations was the basis 

of the idea. Each table seated twelve persons, 
and was decorated with the paraphernalia of 
a familiar sport. On one table was a fishing 
rod and other fishing equipment; on another 
was an sportsman’s rifle with telescopic sight. 
Other tables were distinguished by boxing 
gloves, tennis racquets, footballs, and so on. 
- Beforehand, twelve name-tags were prepared 
for each table, each set having printed on 
them in large letters the name of the sport 
represented. As the guests arrived they were 
assigned to tables in rotation. Of course, 
fathers and sons were not separated. Each was 
given an identifying tag, which was perforated 
down the middle. The right-hand side con- 
tained a few simple instructions, and the left- 
hand portion, on which appeared the name of 
the sport, was to be fastened to the lapel 
after the person’s- name had been inserted. 
Thus someone assigned to the ‘Tennis’ table 
wore a tag headed “Tennis” under which was, 
‘My name is Jack Smith. What’s yours?” 

The instructions informed each one to 10- 
cate the other eleven members of his group 
who would be wearing similar tags, and to 
get acquainted with them for they would all 
be seated together at one table. To facilitate 
matters, an unofficial host was appointed to 
each group as-one of its members. He was 
familiar with the arrangements, and it was his 
job to see that those for whom he was tfe- 
sponsible felt at home. 

As soon as a group was completed, or not 
later than a given time, the host guided them 
to a predetermined nook or corner where they 
worked together composing a poem on the 
sport which they represented. When it was 
time to enter the banquet hall each host ex- 
plained that his group would be seated at 
the table which had the insignia of their sport 
upon it. As part of the evening’s program the 
various, poems which had been composed were 
read, and the winning group received special’ 
recognition. 
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These arrangements accomplished several 
desirable ends. There were no folks sitting 
around waiting for things to begin, for the 
various hosts arrived before any of the other 
guests, and they were on the alert to make all 
feel at ease as soon as they reached the church. 
The various groups became quite well ac- 
quainted before they went to the tables. The 
group activity of writing poems helped further 
to break down unnatural restraints, and gave 
opportunity for father-son participation. 
Finally, there was no uncertainty as to where 
or with whom each person would sit. All in 
all the way was well prepared for a very 
profitable Father and Son banquet. 

F. John Carter, Los Angeles, Calif. 


The Holy Spirit 

Our Spiritual Defense 

1. The Holy Spirit came to take the place 
of Him whom men hated, reviled and cruci 
fied, through blindess and refusal to listen. 
John 14:25. 

2. The Holy Spirit is available to those who 
believe in Jesus Christ. John 14:17. 

3. The Holy Spirit, third person of the 
Holy Trinity, came to take the place of Jesus, 
and was sent by the Father. John 14:26. 

- 4. The Holy Spirit is the greatest and most 
powerful witness to the redeeming message of 

Jesus Christ. John 14:26. 

5. The Holy Spirit was sent by the Father, 
in fulfillment of the promise of Jesus, and the 
ptophecy of the Old Testament. Acts 2:1-4. 

6. The Holy Spirit may come attended by 
external phenomena to make known His pres- 
ence (Acts 2:1-2) but is in no way depen- 
dent upon such phenomena nor a part of it. 
“(vs. 3). 

_ 7. The Holy Spirit endues those who re- 
ceive Him with Divine assurance, forgetful- 
ness of self, and courage to speak out as God 
gives us to know His will. Acts 4:31. 

_ 8. The Holy Spirit engenders and brings 
forth the fruit of the Spirit in man. If there 
be no fruit of the Spirit, what availeth the 
life? Gal. 5:22-23, . 

9. The Holy Spirit living in us, enables us 
‘to conquer the desires and weaknesses of the 
flesh; He makes possible the victory over 
temptations, to which all humankind is heir. 
Gal. 5:24, 

_ 10. The Holy Spirit embues us with the will 
and the courage to walk in the Way, leading 
_to the everlasting Glory of God, as, opened 
to man by the redeeming love of Jesus Christ. 
Gal. 5:25.—Exchange. ey, 
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Vacation Bible School Materials 


Materials for Vacation Bible Schools shoul 
be secured as early as possible, not only t 
secure the advantage of present prices, but te 
avoid the possibility of disappointment 11 
having orders returned with the notation, “Ou 
of stock.” Paper shortages, and price increase 
for materials and labor, have boosted price 
of many items needed to carry out a well 
planned religious education program. Secur 
quotations on needed items, before you mak 
up your budget. Many prices are changec 
without notice, due to such procedure in the 
raw-materials markets. 


Floor Cleaning Machines 


Electrically operated Floor Cleaning anc 
Maintenance Machines for Church use hav 
gained in popularity during the last 10 years 
primarily due to the scarcity of competen 
help, increase in wage rates, and basic cost: 
of flooring, whether wood, composition, 0: 
carpeting. 

Cleaning of chancel and aisle carpeting 
social rooms floor covering in any Churct 
represents a real “job.” Unless a power-op 
erated cleaning machine is abailable, the only 
alternative is to rémove the carpeting anc 
send to an outside cleaning agency. Result 
the job is put off. ; 

There are electrically operated Floor Clean 
ing and Maintenance Machines available ai 
moderate prices, designed to do the weekly 
cleaning job, periodic scrubbing of wooc 
floors, composition floor-covering, or carpet 
ing. Church ownership of such a machine wil 
permit the satisfactory maintenance of floor 
surfacing throughout the building, from 
Chancel to Kitchen. Inquiries from subscriber: 
will be forwarded to manufacturers promptly 
Please address your inquiry to The Expositor 
Adv. Mgr., East Aurora, N. Y. : 


Prayer and The Common Life 


Questions regarding PRAYER come to al 
of us, as we turn to prayer in our daily living 


Recourse to Prayer is a natural mater tc 


every Christian believer. Doubts abou 
methods, wording, ends sought, come to al 
of us. We ask— 3) 
1. What is it to Pray? ak 
2. How to Pray? — 
3. What comes of Praying? ‘¢ 
Our need for effective praying at present 
will cause eager hands and hearts to reach fo: 
the new volume by Georgia Harkness, pub 
lished by  Abingdon-Cokesbury, — entitled 


-<. 
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‘Prayer and The Common Life.” In_ this 
volume, Georgia Harkness, discusses the above 
hree questions, dealing with all phases of 
rayer, hindrances to fruitful prayer, as well 
is conditions leading to meaningful results. 

The subject is presented in three main sec- 
ions: 1. the foundations for effective prayer; 
2. the methods for effective prayer, and 3, the 
‘tuits of effective prayer. The volume is suit- 
tble for personal study, and for group study 
und discussion. The material is presented in 
‘lear and simple words, designed to open the 
way to spiritual resources so gravely needed 
oday. 

This volume, “Prayer and the Common 
Life,” published May 3, 1948, is the $7500 
Abingdon-Cokesbury award co-winner, offered 
or volumes ‘‘to accomplish the greatest good 
‘or the Christian Faith and Christian Living 
umong all peoples.”” The volume is $2.50, 224 
sages, and well indexed. Its message to those 
who study it seriously, and put their findings 
mto practice, will result in deeper faith, based 
on a calm assurance that God still loves His 
children, and IS EVER-PRESENT, ready to 
puide those who look to Him for guidance. 


Legal Information for Pastors 


Pastoral Counselling often presents need for 
authentic legal information on such subjects 
“Adoption,” “Marriage and Divorce,” and the 
“Making of a Will.” , 

Simplified legal information on these sub- 
jects is available in booklet form, at moderate 
cost, published by Oceana Publishing Com- 
pany, not only for the pastor’s personal use, 
but for careful study of church members con- 
fronted with the need for accurate informa- 
tion on any one of these questions. 

Presented in series— zs 

1. Law of Marriage and Divorce. 

2. How to Make a Will. 

3. Law of Adoption. 
the overall contents is outlined on page 200 
of the April, 1948, issue of The Expositor, 
giving the detailed address where the books 
may be ordered. 

Memorial Day 

- The touching, haunting verse, by William 
E. Brooks, titled ‘Memorial Day’ may be 
found on page 93, of POEMS for the GREAT 
DAYS, and Anthology of 352 poems, gathered 
rogether in one volume by Thomas Curtis 
Clark, and his son, Robert Earle Clark, pub- 
ished by Abingdon-Cokesbury in March, 


948. The price is $2.50. There is an index 


of Authors, Titles, and First Lines, to aid in 
locating or identifying specific verse, or sea- 
sonal lines. A minister will appreciate and use 
this anthology. 


Psychology for Pastor and People 


John Sutherland Bonnell presents his per- 
sonal experiences in Pastoral Counseling in 
this volume of 225 pages, published by Harper 
Brothers. Nine chapters of experience-narra- 
tive are actually case history. Chapter ten is 
devoted to “Principles of Counseling,” and 
suggestions are presented in simple and under- 
standable words. 

There is a section on “How to Read the 
Bible’ according to the needs of the person 
seeking an answer to a problem, and a ser- 
mon to illustrate how insights gained through 
interviews may be employed in preaching. The 
Bibliography of seven pages, following eight 
pages of detailed notes on individual chap- 
ters, will lead to wide reading and compre- 
hensive study on the part of those actually 
interested in helping the ever-growing number 
of mal-adjusted, or mentally sick persons. The 
staggering figures of the number of people, 
young and old, under treatment for mental 
disorders in our public institutions, leave no 
doubt in the minds of consecrated spiritual 
leaders of the need of pastoral counseling. 


Motion Pictures in the Classroom 


Readers of The Expositor are invited to 
avail themselves of special bulletin on “'the 
Effective Techniques of Utilizing Motion Pic- 
tures in the Classroom,” issued by DeVry 
Corporation. Ask for Service Bulletin, No. 4, 
written by C. R. Crakes, Educational Consul- 
tant, DeVry Corp., 1111 Armitage Avenue, 
Chicago 14, It is free of charge, and if you 
identfy yourself as a reader of The Expositor, 
you will receive prompt attention. 


Lady, Are You Rich? 


They huddled inside the storm door — two 
children in ragged outgrown coats. 
“Any old papers, Lady?” 


I was busy. I wanted to say no — until I 


looked down at their feet. Thin little sandals, 
sopped with sleet. “Come in and I'll make 
you a cup of hot cocoa.” There was no con- 


versation. Their soggy sandals left marks upon. — 


the hearthstone. 


Cocoa and toast with jam to fortify against 


the chill outside. I went back to the kitchen 
and started again on my household budget. . . 
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The silence in the front room struck through 
to me. I looked in. 

The girl held her empty cup in her hands, 
looking at it. The boy asked in a flat voice: 
PLady(%. are you fich:. 

“Am I rich? Mercy no!” I looked at my 
shabby slipcovers. 

The girl put her cup back in its saucer — 
carefully. “Your cups match your saucers.” 
Her voice was old with a hunger that was not 
of the stomach. 

They left then, holding their bundles of 
papers against the wind. They hadn't said 
thank you. They didn’t need to. They had 
done more than that. Plain blue pottery cups 
and saucers. But they matched. I tested the 
potatoes and stirred the gravy. Potatoes and 
brown gravy ...a roof over our heads, my man 
with a good steady job .. . these things matched 
too. - 

' I moved the chairs back from the fire and 
tidied the living room. The muddy prints of 
small sandals were still wet upon my hearth. 
I let them be. I want them there in case I 
ever again forget how very rich I really am.— 
Marion Doolan, in “Your Life.” 

* oO x 

(This realistic bit will lend itself to dra- 
matic presentation at a Mother-Daughter gath- 
ering, with suitable musical accompaniment. 


Editor.) 


Bells Play Important Part 
In Interfaith Movement 


In these ‘times that try men’s souls’ the 
brutal clash of race and creed monopolizes the 
news of the day, and the outlook for peace 
and mutual. sympathy is understandably 
gloomy. Church bells, however, are playing 
an important part in lightening that gloom, 
and making the ideals of the brotherhood of 
man and inter-faith more than pleasant sound- 
ing expressions. 

Our story begins with a dream. A minister 
in Brooklyn dreamed one day of having a set 
of beautiful bells for his church. How his 
dream was answered became a story of in- 
spirational good will that is having far reach- 
ing effects throughout the country. 

Rev. John Emerson Zeiter, pastor of the 
Hanson Place Central Church, wanted the 
music of bells to ring out from the empty 
belfry of his church. He never thought that 


he would get beyond the wishing stage until 


one day his church was selected by Schul- 


~merich Electronics, Inc., makers of the famous 


“Carillonic Bells,” for temporary installation 


of a set to be used during a Methodist Con- 
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ference. Reverend Zeiter cherished the days 
the ‘‘Carillonic Bells’ rang out from the belfry 
of his church. He could scarcely bear the 
thought that they were not to be enjoyed 
through the years. Toward the close of the 
conference he announced to his congregation 
that he would deeply appreciate contributions 
toward the purchase of the bells. One of the 
parishioners discussed the pastor's request with 
his business partner, a Jew. They both decided 
to contribute a third of the cost if a Catholic 
would devote the balance. They found a Cath- 
olic willing to contribute, and the Rev. Zeiter 
was delighted upon hearing of the plan. The 
bells were dedicated last May and are known 
as the “Interfaith Carillonic Bells.” 

By chance Billy Rose, the famous theatrical 
producer, newspaper columnist and radio com- 
mentator, heard the music of the “Inter-faith 
Carillonic Bells.” He stopped to listen, won- 
dering at the rich tones which he felt were 
worthy of a great cathedral. When he learned 
the story of the bells, he was deeply moved. 
The next day Americans all over the country 
read about the “Interfaith Carillonic Bells” in’ 
his nationally syndicated column. A few nights 
later, Rose told the story over 100 stations of 
the Mutual Broadcasting System. Two nights 
before Christmas, Reverend Zeiter himself ap- 
peared on the radio program ‘‘We The 
People.’ After the Brooklyn minister told his 
story, a remote control picked up the sounds 
of the “Interfaith Carillonic Bells” playing 
from the belfry of the church in Brooklyn, 
and then switched to the Empire State Build- 
ing to broadcast the world famous “Carillonic 
Bells” which played Christmas music through- 
out the holidays. 

The results of this national publicity on the 
“Interfaith Carillonic Bells’ assumed propor- 
tions beyond anyone’s expectation. Letters 
poured in from people all over the country 
expressing their delight in the beauty of the 
Empire State “Carillonic Bells’ and their in- 
terest in the origin of the “Interfaith Caril- 
lonic Bells.” = a 

Rabbi Henry A. Schoor, the well-known 
chaplain of New York City’s Bellevue Hos- 
pital Synagogue, read about the “Interfaith 
Carillonic Bells’ in Billy Rose’s column. For 
years the Rabbi had been seeking a common 
denominator that could bind Catholics, Jews, 
and Protestants in the Brotherhood of Man, 
and he recognized the “Interfaith Carillonic 
Bells” as an ideal medium. He interested the 
Friends of Bellevue Hospital Synagogue in 
presenting a set of Schulmerich “Carillonic 
Bells” to the Hospital. Chapel Hall in 

| (See page 254) 
~~ 
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Love... 


Heb. 


HE word here translated “honorable’’ is 
the same which elsewhere is translated 
“precious,” and was used to describe that 

vhich was the most valuable object in the 
acient world, and, I suppose, in our world 
dday, a precious stone. How honorable 
larriage is, let me remind you by reading the 
reamble to our order for the marriage ser- 
ice: 

Dearly Beloved: We are assembled here 
n the presence of God to join this man and 
his woman in holy marriage, which is insti- 
uted of God, regulated by His Command- 
nents, blessed by our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
0 be held in honor among all men. Let us, 
herefore, reverently remember how God hath 
essed and sanctified marriage for the wel- 
are and happiness of mankind. 

I have attended more weddings and seen 
nore of the history of marriages than anyone 
ere, unless it be a minister who has had a 
onger, or more varied, term of service than 

have had; and the conclusion I draw from 
his considerable experience is that a great 
umber of people enter into the marriage re- 
ationship with little or no conception of its 
igh meaning and high purpose as ‘set forth 
n the terms of the marriage service. A high 
yercentage of the wreckage of the divorce 
ourts can be traced to the fact, that so many 
lo. not enter the marriage state “soberly, ad- 
isedly, and in the fear of God.” 

Nothing could be more important than the 
liscussion of this subject from the Christian 
jewpoint. It has been left too much to the 
tussells, the Sangers, and the Menckens. The 
act of marriage, and its prelude, is an ele- 
nental fact and force in human life. 
lemental it is, we learn from what is written 
n the Book of Genesis at the very beginning 


ext: 


“Marriage is honorable.” 13:4. 


‘irst Presbyterian Church 
Be Pennsylvania 
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‘(THE PULPIT 


THE PRELUDE TO 
MARRIAGE 


CLARENCE EDWARD MACARTNEY 


of man’s life: ‘‘For this cause shall a man 
leave his father and mother and shall cleave 
to his wife, and they twain shall be one 
flesh.” 

The seriousness of matriage is indicated by 
the marriage vow, where the man and the 
woman pledge their fidelity and perseverance 
“in plenty and in want, in joy and in sor- 
row, in sickness and in health, as long as we 
both shall live.” No one in his senses would 
buy a plot of real estate, or a horse, or even a 
suit of clothes in the moonlight; and yet, in a 
far more important transaction, too many have 
been guided only by the moonlight of senti- 
ment and not at all by the daylight of judg- 
ment and .common sense. 

What, then, can be said by way of counsel 
to those who are in the prelude to marriage? 
First of all, to the young man. 


To the Young Man 


Marry a woman of faith. This is im- 
portant in the husband; but even more im- 
portant, if that were possible, in the wife. 
When the “moonlight and roses’ are over, 
and the daily fret and strain of life come, and 
the burdens and sorrows of life must be car- 
ried, as well as its joys, then happy is the 
man who has chosen for his wife a woman of 
faith, a woman who is in touch with an un- 
seen world. 

A woman of health. There have been many 
beautiful unions where health was wanting. 


Nevertheless, the absence of health, which is 


related closely to the spirit and to the mind, 
will lay a heavy burden on those who enter 
into the marriage state. They shall have, as 


Paul said, ‘much sorrow and labor in the 


flesh.” - 

A woman of good disposition. This is im- 
portant in both; perhaps more so in the wife | 
than in the husband. The woman of irascible 
temper, jealous nature, and sharp tongue will 
endanger the peace and happiness of mar- 
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riage. The author of Proverbs, who had more 
wives than any other man, put it well when 
he said, ‘It is better to dwell in the wilderness 
than with a contentious and angry woman.” 
And again, “A continual dropping on a very 
rainy day and a contentious woman are alike.” 

A woman of his own general class and sta- 
tion. Theoretically, we have abolished all 
classes and distinctions in America; but prac- 
tically they exist in as rigid a form as in 
some other countries. The fact that a woman 
marries a man somewhat under her own rank 
and class will be no hindrance to the success 
of the marriage, unless the gulf is too wide 
and too deep. But when the man marries a 
woman under and out of his general rank and 
class, the marriage is subjected to a severe 
trial. 

A woman of the same race and the same 
faith. Here again, there are exceptions which 
prove the rule. But the general testimony 
seems to be that marriages between Jews and 
Gentiles, Catholics and Protestants, do not 
turn out happily. It is conceivable that an 
ardent Catholic and a nominal Protestant 


might have a successful marriage, but where ~ 


there is real conviction and faith in both part- 
ners, the chances are altogether against a strong 
and happy hame. 


To the Young Woman 


A man of reverence. Preferably, a man 
of Christian faith and confession, but if not of 
Christian confession, at least, a man of rever- 
ence for the highest. If he is opposed to re- 
ligion, embittered against the Church, and is 
married to a woman of faith, then the mar- 
tiage is almost certain to be an unhappy one, 
for in what is highest and most important, the 
man and woman are furthest apart. I have 
seen too many such unions to leave any doubt 
in my mind as to their unhappiness. I have 
seen wives who for the sake of keeping peace 
with their husband gave up worship and even 
prayer, and every outward expression of re- 
ee life. What a hell on earth that must 

el 

A man of industry and ambition. What is 
sadder than to see a woman of high spirit and 
ability bound to a.laggard, a loafer, and a 
ne’er-do-well ? 

A manly man. A good question to ask on 
the part of the young woman in the preamble 


to marriage is this, ‘Is he the sort of man 
_ that men like?” That question reversed, is 


also an important one for the young man to 


__ ask, Is she a woman that other women like? 


A kind man. This I would put almost first. 


fe: Certainly after reverence. How beautiful is 


that oft parodied and ridiculed metaphor of 
St. Peter, where in his First Letter he says 
to husbands, ‘Dwell with them—that is, 
wives—according to knowledge, giving honor 
unto the wife as unto the weaker vessel.” 
With all her political rights, and all her par- 
ticipation in the business world of today, and 
all her modern customs, woman will always 
be, in the highest sense, what St. Peter called 
her, ‘the weaker vessel,’ and as such, in- 
vites the kindness and consideration of man. 
A woman with a kind husband can take a lot 
of hammering on the anvil of adversity. 

. Moral and physical fitness for marriage. 
If there is lack of respect here in the prelude 
to marriage, then what will it be like in the 
fact of marriage? Every man ought to be 
able to produce, if necessary, a physician's 
certificate as to his physical and moral fitness 
for marriage. What young man in his senses 
would think of marrying a woman where 
there was any doubt as to these facts. No 
more should the young woman think of marry- 
ing a young man where there was not assur- 
ance as to these facts, the facts of moral and: 
physical fitness. 


General Counsel 


Don’t marry secretly. Frequently those who 
come to me to be married make a request that 
the marriage be kept secret. This is a request 
with which the minister has nothing to do, for 
he must file the returns of the marriage with 
the county authorities, and therefore takes no 
part in either publishing or concealing the 
marriage. But it is a matter in which he can 
give counsel. ; 

The reason often assigned for the secret 
marriage is that the young woman has a posi- 
tion with some business house, and if it is 
known that she is married she will forfeit her 
position. Recently, when arrangements were 
being made for the wedding, a young man 
made the statement to me that the marriage 
be kept secret. The reasons he gave were 
that he was only half way through his col- 
lege course, and if the marriage were made 
public his father would cut off his allowance; 
also, that his fiance was employed in a busi- 
ness house and, should the marriage become 
public, would lose her position. I advised 
him against the marriage on four grounds; 
first, it would not be kept secret long; in the 
second place, he owed a debt to his father 
who had cared for him and was educating 
him; in the third place, it was not just to his 
wife; and in the fourth place, it was morally 
questionable, for they would pretend to the 
world what was false. Avoid secret mar- 
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lages. If you can’t take your wife out on the 
omer of Sixth Avenue and Wood and _ say 
o the world, “This is my wife,” then do not 
et married. 

Do not marry out of a sense of chivalry or 
allantry. Sometimes the attachment in the pre- 
ude to marriage manifestly fades, on one side 
t the other. Jacob served Laban seven years 
or Rachel and “they seemed to him but so 
nany days for the love he had for her.” But 
nany attachments do not last like that of 
acob for Rachel; and when the attachment 
as faded, to proceed to marriage merely on 
he ground of a sense of chivalry or gallantry 
s an unkindness to both parties and an al- 
10st fatal handicap to happiness in the home. 

In conclusion I would like to make a num- 
er of general observations. First of all, to 
hose who in the prelude of marriage have ex- 
erienced unhappiness, or bitterness, or dis- 
ppointment. Do not let this experience 
tipple or hamper you in your life. Especially, 
f the renunciation was on moral Christian 
round, be proud of your decision, be thank- 
ul that the conviction was given you; stand 
tm, and expect God to bless the decision. 

Another thing to be remembered when we 
re speaking on this subject is this: No one 
eds to be married to have a useful and 
appy life. Thousands of men and women 
re living honorable, useful, influential and 
appy lives outside the bonds of marriage. 

Finally, let me say a word of encourage- 
rent. Not long ago I listened to an admir- 


able discourse on this subject of marriage, and 
what goes before it. No young man or young 
woman could have listened to the sermon 
without profit. However, when the sermon 
was over I wondered if there were any who 
heard it who might be discouraged from en- 
tering into marriage, or who might say what 
the disciples said after one of Christ’s dis- 
courses on marriage, “If the case of the man 
be so with his wife, it is not good to marry.” 

Therefore, lest anyone should be discour- 
aged, let it be remembered that men and 
women are not collections of traits or com- 
binations of qualities; but personalities, and 
no personality ever represented ALL the ad- 
mirable traits or virtues. The deepest satis- 
factions, as a general rule, and the deepest 
usefulness, will be found in the state of mar- 
riage. The ancient declaration made at the 
beginning of man’s history still holds, “It is 
not good that the man should be alone.’ Be 
sure that a happy marriage is the happiest of 
all human experiences. Believe that this is so, 
and hope ever that it will be so what Edwin 
Arnold says in his Sonnet: 


“Somewhere there waiteth in this world of ours 
For one lone soul another lonely soul, 

Each choosing each through all the weary hours, 
And meeting strangely, at one sudden goal, 

Then blend they, like green leaves with golden 

flowers, 

Into one beautiful and perfect whole; 

_And life’s long night is ended, and the way 
Lies open onward to eternal day.” 


— ae) 


THE POWER OF THE GOSPEL 


HERBERT W. HAHN 


‘ext: “I am not ashamed of the gospel: it is 
the power of God for salvation to everyone 
ho has faith.’ Romans 1:16. 


ANY centuries before the time of 
VI Christ, the prophet Isaiah, anticipating 
"~~ the Christian message, said: ‘““Who 
ath believed our report, and to whom hath 
1e arm of the Lord been revealed?’’ In por- 
aying the Servant who was to suffer for the 
ns of humanity, he pictured Him as one who 
as “despised and rejected of men, a man of 


row; and intimately “acquainted with 
. 2? 54 - && 

tief.”’ “But,” he continued, “He was 

ounded for our transgressions,” and 
st Methodist Church 
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“bruised for our iniquities; the chatisement 
of our peace was upon Him,” and “with His 
stripes we are healed.” 

The is something unique and of universal 
interest about this report—for all have sinned, 
and, consequently, are in need of divine for- 
giveness and saving grace. When Jesus, who 
came to redeem men, commissioned His dis- - 
ciples to proclaim the message of God’s re- 
deeming love, He bade them to go into “all 
the world and preach the gospel” to every 
living soul, that all might have an oppor- 
tunity to hear the glad tidings of salvation, 
and added: ‘“Whososever believeth and is 
baptized shall be saved.” 

The basic message of the Christian gospel 
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has not changed. It is the same as it was from 
the beginning in fact it may be said of the 
gospel as it was said of Christ, “The same 
yesterday, today and forever.” The presence 
of evil in the world has challenged the ages 
to deal with the problem of sin. Two historic 
methods of dealing with sin have been tried. 
The first is that of the law, which forbids 
wrongdoing, and adds a penalty for disre- 
garding its prohibitons. As a result we have 
penal institutions and houses of correction 
that are filled with inmates who have come 
in conflict with the law, and are now serving 
time and facing the consequences of their 
lawlessness. 

Laws, indeed, are essential to a well-ordered 
society. Without recognized authority, disor- 
der and confusion would prevail. But even 
the best of laws can not transform the lives 
of individuals who are inwardly inclined to 
do evil; nor can they enable people to rise 
above their outward environments—regardless 
of their prohibitions and penalties. It takes 
more than external checks and restraints to 
change inward desires and tendencies of sin- 
ful man. It takes the power of God and the 
redeeming love of Christ. This leads to the 
second method—God’'s plan of redemption 
through the vicarious sufferings of His Son. 
The central message of the Christian gospel 


is: “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you - 


shall be saved.” “For God so loved the world 
that He gave His only Son, that whosoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have 
eternal life.” And to all who receive Him He 
gives “power to become sons of God.” 

The primary purpose of Christ's coming 
was to “seek and to save the lost,” and this 
still is the mission of the church today. Our 
Lord knew the value of human personality, 
and said: “What shall it profit a man if he 
gain the whole world and lose his own soul?” 
Reclaiming individual souls was the Master’s 
specialty. He called men-to repentance and 
said: “The time is fulfilled, the kingdom of 
God is at hand; repent, and believe the gos- 
pel.” “Truly, I say to you unless you turn 
and become like children, you will never enter 
the kindom of heaven.” As the good Shepherd 
of our souls He rejoices in finding the lost, 
and tells of the joy even among the angels 
of God in heaven, over one sinner who re- 
pents of his sins. 

Two philosophies for improving the moral 
tone of society have been advanced. One is 
to change society with social sanctions, norms, 
and rules, and thus to improve the individuals 
who live in it. The other is to begin with the 
individual, by changing his life, and through 
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rather than the other. 


the individual, transform society. This latter 
method undoubtedly was the Master’s plan. 
People whose lives have been changed are to 
let their light shine, and influence others. 
They are to be as leaven in a lump of dough, 
which works until it leavens the whole mass. 
If we would remake society we must have a 
saving minority. In order to have men and 
women with renewed lives, it is essential that 
they have a spiritual rebirth. Our Lord, seeing 
the need of this, emphasized the importance 
of it, and said: “You must be born again.” 

Much has been said about the ‘‘Social im- 
plications’ of the gospel; and some have even 
regarded them as a gospel in themselves. But 
the ‘‘Personal’’ and the ‘Social’ aspects of the 
Christian message are not two different gos- 
pels. They are both a part of the same gospel 
—the “Everlasting Gospel” of Christ. Both 
are essential if we would make a success in 
our personal religion, as well as in our social 
relations in society. The one supplements the 
other, as the right wing of a bird aids the 
left in flying, and as the left foot of a person 
helps the right one in walking. 

Personal salvation is essential to the health 
and welfare of our soul; and social righteous- 
ness is indispensable to the health and wel- 
fare of society. There is need for a “ Beloved 
Community’’—the church, within society, in 
order that those who have been reclaimed from 
a life of sin might have a favorable atmosphere 
in which to develop Christian character. 
Otherwise converts are likely to return to their 
old pattern of life, and conform to the sinful 
practices of this world. 

Profession of faith and spiritual renewal are 
essential steps in becoming a Christian. But 
we must go beyond these, and add to them a 
life of goodness. Jesus himself declared: ‘‘Not 
every one who says to me, Lord, Lord shall 
enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does 
the will of my Father.” 

On the other hand, however, no mere code 
of morals or system. of ethics in itself can save 
an individual or a society. These frequently 
tend to the development of an ‘‘Holier-than- 
Thou”’ attitude, which often results in a “Su. 
periority Complex; and prompts people te 
say, even as Pharisees of old have said: "J 
thank Thee, Lord, that I am not as other 
men.’” The Christian gospel, by way of con: 
trast, reminds us that all have come short ¢ 
the glory of God; and, therefore, need t 
come in the spirit of humility, and penitenth 
say with the Publication: “God be metcif: 
me a sinner.” For it was he who, in 
parable of our Lord, went to his house jus 


When the prodigal son, who had wasted 
us substance in a far country, returned and 
senitently confessed: “Father, I have sinned 
igainst heaven and before you, I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son; treat me as one 
#f your hired servants.” the father, moved with 
‘ompassion, arose, embraced his and kissed 
um. This parable, it is true, said nothing 
bout forgiveness. But if anyone doubts that 
he father forgave his erring, but penitent 
on, he need only look at the goodly robe, the 
‘ing for his finger and the shoes for his feet— 
he father’s gift to the penitent son—and 
ote the fatted calf that had been killed, and 
he royal reception given in his honor. These 
okens and deeds speak more eloquently than 
words, and leave no doubt that the returning 
on had been forgiven and re-instated in his 
‘ather’s favor. Such welcome, Jesus assures us, 
iwaits all who thus repent and return to their 
Heavenly Father. 

‘When the Scribes and Pharisees saw that 
jesus ate with Publicans and sinners — for 
many drew near to hear Him, and some even 
xecame His disciples—they murmured and 
omplained. Jesus, however, answered: “The 
son of man did not come to call the righteous, 
gut sinners to repentance,” and likened them 
@ the older son who was angry and refused 
© join in the festivities, or to rejoice in the 
eturn of his brother who had been “dead’’ 
ind come to life, who had been “lost” and 
ound again. 

_A further insight which reveals the power 
ind influence of the gospel is that which is 
‘ound in the pepiete words of Isaiah that 
jesus took as the basis of His discourse my a 
ynago at Nazareth: “The Spirit of the 
Bed Ped me, because he has appointed 
. preach good news to the poor. He has 


ind recovering of sight to the seep to set 
t liberty those who are ressed, to pro- 
laim the le year iF the Lord.” Bring- 
tidi 
Sepiiioa. proclaiming release to 
captives, and ministering to the needs of 
ering humanity are all a part of the gospel 
and the mission of the church today. 
Christians who have been “saved by grace” 
id have been liberated from the e of 
, are to serve as the salt of the earth and 
light of the world. They are to help save 
ty from moral corruption and spiritual 
and to help build a new and better 


Deter, secin ig the elevating influence of 
Christian message, said: “I am not 
d of the gospel of Christ, for it is the 


"for salvation to all who’ be- 


me to proclaim release to the captives. 


to the poor, breaking the 


lieve.” It not only delivers from the guilt and 
bondage of sin, but it empowers us for ser- 
vice as well. We are to walk as children of 
light, and live for the glory of Him who died 
for us; and, as servants of righteousness, we 
are to serve both Christ and our fellow men. 
Once, while we were servants of sin, the de- 
sire to do good may at times have been 
present, but the ability to perform it was lack- 
ing. Now, however, that we have been de- 
livered from the bondage of sin, and have 
been empowered by the Spirit of our risen 
Lord and Master, we can say with Paul, the 
Apostle: “I can do all things through Christ 
who strengthens me,” and enables me not 
only to desire, but to do the good as well. 
The gospel of Christ has lost none of its 
effectiveness. Today, as of old, it is the power 
of God unto salvation to all who believe. It 
transformed Saul of Tarsus from a cruel per- 
secutor to an ardent Apostle, who took the 
name of Christ where it nad never been heard. 
It kindled the imagination of St. Francis of 
Asissi, and led him to renounce his wealth 
in order that others, through his poverty, 
might be enriched. It illuminated the mind 
of Martin Luther, and enabled him to be- 
come the Father of the Reformation. It 
warmed the heart of John Wesley, and made 
him a flaming evangel for Christ. It has 


changed the lives of untold millions through-— 


out the centuries, and enabled believers to be- 
come children of God—and ‘empowered them 
for service to God and their fellow men. ~ 


: A Bargain Sale 
I'm offering for sale today 
A lot of things I'll need no more; - 
Come, please, and take them all away. 
I've piled them high outside my door. 
And trust you if it’s trust you need. 
Here I have listed all my stuff. — 
Make your selection as you read. 
A lot of prejudices which 
Have ceased to be of use to me;_ 
A stock of envy of the rich, 
Some slightly a ee jealousy; 
A large supply of gloom that I 


Must not permit to clog my shelves. se 
I offer bargains—who will buy? hr 
A stock of still old beliefs; Tae fe © 


Some pride I once was proud to own; «: 4 
A bulky line of dreads and iefs. --nyii su0y~ 
An old assortment of ill will; = 1, +0 


3 


A job lot of bad faith and doubt; 
Harsh words that have their poison still; Phy 
Choose as you please—I’m closing out. “+ jet 
- I need more room for kindness. th at oe 


For hope and courage and good cheer, press 


Take all the hatred I possess, 


A large supply of frailties I ~ 9° 


Shall have no use for them today. es. 
I offer bargains; Who will buy? 
The rubbish must be carried away.—Copied. 
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AN INCREASING CHURCH 


EDWIN WYLE 


Text: “And the Lord added to them day by 
day those that were being saved.’’—Acts 
2:47. 

HIS little book that we call “The Acts 
aL of the Apostles,” covers about 30 pages 

in the Bible, and deals with about 30 
years of the history of the early church chron- 
ologically speaking. oh 

It is the most valuable book to Christians 
in Christian history, for it is the story of the 
Church being born, and being developed, 
and among its numberless important events 
recorded here, the most important 1s Pente- 
cost. At Pentecost the church was born, at 
Pentecost it discovered its power. So we are 
in festive mood, we are celebrating the birth- 
day of the Church. 

This text that I have taken is at the end 
of a sentence. What is the beginning of the 
sentence? Listen—’All that believed were to- 
gether, and had all things common. And they 
continued daily with one accord, with glad- 
ness and singleness of heart, praising God, 
winning the good-will of all the people.’ 

Suppose the people of were like these 
people? Suppose the churches of bore 
stamped upon them, plain and deep, these 
characteristics—manifest fraternal unity, plain 
unselfish unworldliness, habitual unbroken de- 
votion, sincerity of heart and life, which knew 
nothing of shabby personal motives or du- 
plicity of purpose—then the Lord would add 
to us all such as were being saved. Or, to 
put it into other words, wherever there are 
those who are obviously manifesting in their 
lives and characters (not merely talking) the 
character and likeness of Christ, there will be 
drawn to them, souls that have been touched 
by grace, and to whom that grace has been 
brought the nearer by looking upon them. 
Wherever there is inward vigor of life there 
will be outward growth; and the church which 
acts rather than talks will be a church which 
spreads and increases. Depend upon it, friends, 
for more than the preaching of your preacher, 
your lives will determine the expansion of 
your church, any church. 

But there is no side of life in which men 

mistake the effect for the cause so frequently 

as in their religious life. Judaism lost out be- 
cause it depended on the law to lift men to 
the level of God, instead of depending on 

God to lift men to the level of the law. The 


Baptist Church 
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failure of many churches lies in the fact of 
trusting the church or the preacher to lift men 
to the level of Christ, instead of trusting 
Christ to lift men to the level of the Church. 

The failure of Fundamentalism is in its de- 
pendence upon a creed and a book resulting 
in legalism, and fear and distrust. The fail- 
ure of Modernism is that with its emphasis 
upon the ethical and social messages of Jesus 
it depends on the Sermon on the Mount to 
lift men to the level of Jesus instead of de- 
pending upon Him to lift men to the level of 
those teachings, and overconfidence in these 
things has invariably dried up the fountains 
of spiritual life, so that instead of loving as 
did that Pentecostal Church, we distrust and 
we dislike our fellow Christians, take every 
opportunity of belittling them in the eyes of 
our friends, and consequently, not being of 
one accord, we hold back Pentecost, and stay 
the coming of the Kingdom in our own hearts. 

The secret of the power of early Chris- 
tianity was that it had not become identified 
with secondary things. It was not a Book, a 
Church, or a Creed. It was a way of living, 
and the celebration of the Anniversary of 
Pentecost will be both unreal and unwhole- 
some unless it brings us again to the heart 
of Christianity, which in the fewest words is 
Christ-likeness in men. 

When I was living in South America, the 
natives on accepting Christ as Lord and Sav- 
iour, would say they had entered ‘El Camino de 
Jesus,’ (Walking in the Road of Jesus) and 
they were right. Salvation, according to the 
New Testament, is a process, and the opposite 
thing is a process too. There is an awful con- 
trast in one of Paul’s Epistles, “The preaching 
of the Cross is to them who are in the act of 
perishing, foolishness; but unto us who are 
being saved, it is the power of God. These 
processes start from the same point, one by 
slow degrees, rising higher and higher, the 
other by slow degree sliding steadily and 
fatally downward. So, either a larger measure 
of the Spirit of Christ is passing into our 
hearts, or bit by bit, we are perishing. We 
are either ‘being saved,’ or we are ‘perishing.’ 

Yes, we need Pentecost in our churches. 
We need an old-time religion, only let us be 
certain that it is as old as Jesus. The next 
great religious awaking will be a movement 
that . Christianizes the conscience of the 
Church. 4 


The Hanouten 
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The little church on Back Street, and the 
- Church on Main Street, will seek to show 
it there is a way to a just and lasting peace. 
d together, please God, we shall make the 
atest contribution of the century toward 
» attainment of the Christian ideal of a 
therly world. If we church members meet 
tt challenge, it means Pentecost, it means 
- likeness of Jesus in us, and that likeness 
ans the death of self—but, O God, 


rant us the will to fashion as we feel, 


Grant us the strength to labor as we know, 
Grant us the purpose, ribbed and edged with steel, 
To strike the blow.”—John Drinkwater. 


Prayer 

O God, to-day help us to reveal Thee to 
every one our lives shall touch. And when the 
day's work is over, may we be able to look 
back over this day and say, “As poorly as 
we did it, yet in some little way, we have 
revealed Thee to our associates to-day.’’ Grant 
this to us in His name. Amen. 
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A CHRISTIAN’S 


CHARLES F. 


S A CHECKERBOARD black with white 
squares, or white with black squares? Per- 
haps you are one of the people who thinks 
at this world is evil with a few good spots 
redeem it. Others look upon it as a pretty 
od world with some bad spots that need to 
changed. 

Without question it is a difficult day. It is a 
y of confusion, foreboding, anxiety, and 
nflict. Christians must not lose their heads. 
'e face many alternatives in our thinking 
d in our action. We must be careful to 
ake Christian choices. If our Christian gospel 
true, then we are not to look upon this 
yrld as bad with goodness as an unwelcome 
sitor. This world was created and redeemed 
our God who saw that it was good. Sin 
an intruder that must be resisted. Consider 
© alternatives which Christians must face. 


I. 


Moffat translates I Corinthians 13:7 thus: 
‘ove is always eager to believe the best.” We 
ight add, “Hate is always eager to believe 
e worst.” What a difference that makes. If 
or was eager to believe the best about capi- 
, and capital about labor, if white people 
sre eager to believe the best and not the 
orst about Negroes, if Gentiles were eager to 
lieve the best about Jews, if Catholics and 
otestants were eager to believe the best about 
ch other, how different our situation would 
. Here is the Christian’s first alternative. In 
day when hatred and propaganda are every- 
uere, when anyone who dares to disagree is 
Communist, measure yourself by that stan- 
td “Love is always eager to believe the 


Are the things that are seen greater than the 
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ALTERNATIVE 


BANNING 


things that are unseen? Should we hate and 
plan to kill off all Communists? Is the world 
headed straight for chaos and ruin? Is war 
the only solution? When you face such ques- 
tions as these are you always eager to believe 
the best? Ninety per cent of our family, 
social, industrial and inter-racial strife could 
be stopped at this point. We, in America, are 
not eager to believe the best about Russia, but 
we are about China. We are not eager to be- 
lieve the best about Germany, but we are 
about England. Jesus said: “Love your ene- 
mies.’’ Be eager to believe the best about 
them. 

In 1917 stories were being circulated every- 
where, of German atrocities. Belgium chil- 
dren’s hands were being cut off. Canadian 
soldiers were being crucified. Human bodies 
were being used for bayonet drill. The bodies 
of allied soldiers were being rendered out to 
get the fat, for ammunition. These are some 
of the stories we were told. A woman in our 
office dared to say: “I wonder if all those 
stories we hear are true?” She no longer had 
friends in our office. For days she went to 
lunch alone. People only talked to her on 
business. They called her rather unpleasant 
names. What were we eager to believe? We 
were eager to believe the worst and in a few 
months America was at war. Let us not travel 
that same road in 1948. 
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The second alternative for Christians is rep- 
resented in the words of Jesus. In Luke 21:28 
He had drawn a picture of desolation, of 
armies ovetrunning Palestine, of Jerusalem — 
surrounded, of vengeance fulfilled, of distress 
and danger, of uncertainty and fear. It was a ° 
dark picture that He drew. In a time like that, 
one is tempted to drop his head in defeat, to 
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let his mind give way to confusion and his 
heart to discouragement and fear. Not so, says 
Jesus: “When you see these things come to 
pass look up, lift your heads because your re- 
demption draweth nigh.” Do not look around 
you or you will see confusion, war and hate. 
Do not look within or you will see doubt and 
uncertainity. Look up! God is in His Heaven. 
All is not right with the world, but God has 
the answer. He is our only hope. His way 1s 
the way out for us. That is our alternative. 
Look down in defeat or look up with hope. 

My mother is usually very cheerful. She is 
a woman of deep abiding faith. However, she 
has her bad days as we all have. Doubt and 
fear settle down upon her and sometimes she 
sits for a day or two looking down, seeing 
no gleam of hope. 

From time to time she sighs and says, “O 
dear.” Occasionally my sister will write to me 
and say, ‘Mother has the ‘O dears’ but she 
will be all right in a day or two.” Her faith 
conquers her fear. She looks up. 

Some of Galsworthy’s young people were 
talking about truth. The older generation had 
not followed truth and that had put it off for 
a long time. One of the young people said, 
“But truth gets tired of waiting too long and 
one day when you are not expecting it, it will 
come up and say ‘now choose.’ It’s your only 
chance. Are you going to use me or not? If 
not, I am going.” Then the other young per- 
son replied, “How awful if one did not 
realize the moment was there and missed it.” 
That is the Christian’s alternative to believe 
the best and to look up. During the war a 
mother said to me concerning her son who 
was in the Navy. ‘I just wrapped him up in 
the 91st Psalm and let God care for him.” 
“Have Faith in God.’ 
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JUNIOR PULPIT 


Better Than Being Governor 


Once there was a governor of one of our 
states, who almost didn’t get to be a governor. 
No, it wasn’t a close election which almost 
put his opponent into office. It was a close call 
he had when he was a boy, long before he 
ever dreamed of being a governor. 

As a boy he lived near a big lake, where he 
_ learned how to handle a boat and to swim a 
little. Above everything else he liked to fish. 

One day when he was out on the lake, in 
"his own little boat, fishing, a wind storm 
came up. He was never able to tell just how 
it happened but he suddenly found himself in 
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the water, and the empty boat out of whi 
he had fallen was bouncing around on tl 
waves like a cork. Knowing how to swim 
little bit, he started to swim to the boat, : 
he could crawl back into it as he had dor 
many, many times at play. But hard as I 
would try he couldn’t swim quite as fast ; 
the boat was drifting before the wind. 

He would swim just as fast as he could, g 
up close to the boat, but every time he woul 
put out his hand to catch it, a little puff 
wind or a wave would move the boat awé 
just far enough so he’d have to swim aft 
it again. 

At first he was frightened, because he w: 
over a mile from shore, there was nobody ne: 
enough to help him, he had never made a lon 
swim and try as he would he couldn’t quii 
get his hand-hold on the edge of the bo: 
gunwhale. 

Time and again he almost had it, only t 
see the boat move away enough so he couldn 
reach it. But he kept on trying and every tim 
the little craft would move away from hin 
he would swim harder than before and t 
again to reach it, but it kept just out ¢ 
reach. 

He began to get tired. Any little boy woul 
But he kept on chasing that boat for he kne 
it was too far to shore for him to swim a 
the way, and unless he caught the boat, I 
was in for real trouble. So he worked as hat 
trying to get the boat, as any boy ever worke 
at. anything. 

But he was swimming with his clothes o1 
and that made it hard, and every time th 
boat would move just out of reach, he'd kic 
and, paddle as hard as he could, and finall 
when he was just about ready to give uj 
his foot struck something. He was surprise 
for he had been at that place many times an 
he thought there was nothing around there I 
could kick while swimming. ' 

The fact was that he was swimming alon 
so close to the boat and his mind was so s 
on getting that boat, that he didn’t see « 
think about anything else at all, except tr 
ing to get his hand on it. What he ha 
kicked, as his feet moved to help him swir 
was the bottom of the lake. He had trie 
so long and so hard to get the boat, that I 
didn’t know he had been swimming lor 
enough to get him into shallow water né 
shore, where he was perfectly safe. 

Lots of us, when we have a hard job to di 
feel that it is so big and so hard we just can 
do it. And so we don’t try. Now we can 
all be governors and some of us know a | 
of things we'd rather be than governor of tk 
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te, but no matter what we'd like to do or 
we will find it is easy to accomplish if we 
t keep on swimming as hard as we can, 
ing to catch the boat, for little by little, 
biggest jobs are done, even the ones we 
nk we can’t do. Keep on swimming, keep 
trying and before you know it, your feet 
il kick bottom and you will find the big 
» has been done. 


ie Broken String 


On the rainy days last month, it seemed as 
ugh the heavens would never stop pouring 
wn their water and the sun would never 
ine through again, some of us no doubt 
mplained about the weather, and mother 
maybe father said something we had heard 
fore but forgotten. They said ‘April show- 
; bring May flowers.’” That didn’t stop the 
n or dry the ground, but it did help for it 
omised the beauty of spring flowers, and 
ey are beautiful. 
April showers bring more than May flowers. 
1ey bring roller skates, and bicycles, and 
urbles, and kites too. Just the other day I 
is watching some boys flying a great big red 
re they had made, and they had so many 
Ils of string out that the big kite was just a 
tle spot, away off in the sky. And it flew 
tfectly. It was so well balanced that it 
dn’t seem to move an inch. There was no 
ving around like the kite was wild. It didn’t 
ubble, it just seemed to know what it was 
pposed to do, and it did it beautifully. 
But as I watched, I saw that kite suddenly 
em to go crazy. It fell off on one side, 
en on the other, in long graceful swoops. 
began to lose altitude. It made a big dive 
d then sort of leveled off like a maple leaf 
lling from a tree and finally is disappeared 
yond a little grove of big trees on the far 
de of the field. : 
Do you know what had happened to that 
te? I'll tell you. The string that held it, 
id kept it with its head up, flying proudly 
yay up there in the sky, had broken. Nothing 
mained to hold the kite up any longer, and 
it just naturally was blown along on the 
eeze that blew. Wherever the gust of wind 
ent, that fine big kite went right along. 
was just drifting down, getting lower and 
wer, until it was finally lost, and it took 
me hard work and real climbing to get it 
it of the big tree it landed in. And the 
s could have saved themselves a lot of 
suble if they had had a little stronger string 
wouldn’t have broken so easily. 
ether we are little folks or big folks, 
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life is something like that. As long as we 
have something to hold us securely, when the 
winds of trouble and temptation and evil blow 
hard on us, the string is not likely to break 
as it did for the kite. But when the tie is 
strong, then we are secure even in heavy winds 
and can fly safely. As we go flying along 
through life just what do you think is the 
safest thing we can possibly tie to? 


The Medusa Bud 


I don’t know whether all kinds of plants 
that grow leaves from buds along their stems 
have them, but many trees for instance do 
have them, and they are called Medusa buds. 

Mother Nature is a wise and_ considerate 
mother. Generally she takes pretty good care 
of all her children. But once in a while her 
weather-man gets confused and makes mis- 
takes, just like he might be a human. And 
he is likely to make a mistake once in a 
while in the spring of the year, when the 
snow is leaving and the sun is trying to break 
through to warm things after the long winter 
freeze. 

Once in a while, everything seems to be 
working out beautfully. The snow is about 
gone. Sugar camps are at work in the sugar 
groves, for the sap has started to run in the 
maple trees. The grass begins to turn green, 
and the little crocuses begin to push their 
pretty heads up, even through little spots of 
snow that still remain in shady places. Buds 
begin to swell. Sometimes Spring advances so 
far that the apple trees and the cherry trees 
and the peach and pear trees, burst out into. 
blossom, and all the world seems happy and 
sweet. Then the weather-man makes a mis- 
take. We wake up some morning and _ find 
that it has snowed during the night and the 
ground is all white again. The blossoms on 
the trees are frozen, and if Mother Nature 


-hadn’t understood that such a thing could 


happen, then there would be no apples or 
peaches or pears until the next year, for a 
bud or blossom that is frozen can’t make any 
fruit. 

And here is where Mother Nature and her 
Medusa buds play their part. If the first buds: 
to come are frozen and die, down deep under 
them lies the second bud, or Medusa bud, 
made for just such a time. It begins to grow 
and soon the frozen bud drops-off and the 
Medusa bud takes its place and Mother Na- 
ture starts again to grow fruit so her people 
can enjoy her gifts. : 

It’s Mother Nature’s way of giving her 
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fruit trees a second chance. If the tree can’t 
make fruit the first time, it has a second 
chance. Just so we get a second chance too, 
even a third or fourth chance if we need 
them. Of course it is the most satisfying 
when we do what we want to do the first 


time we try it. But if we fail, and often ¥ 
do fail, the first time, don’t give up hope an 
stop trying. You always have the _ secon 
chance. So don’t get discouraged. “If at fir 
you don’t succeed,” the old saying goes, “th 
try again.” 


— Aa) 


Wm. J. Hart, D.D. 


Start Where You Are 


Lae TAQ = 
Matt. 25:36. 


In the course of his long experience as an 
employer, the late Henry Ford opened jobs to 
many men with prison records. Because of his 
widely publicized willingness to give men of 
good intentions another chance, he was ap- 
pealed to by thousands of individuals who 
wanted an opportunity to come back. 

It is said that to all those who assured him 
of their deep desire to make -good he had 
one reply: “Then start from where you are.” 

The great industrialist made no pretense, 
so far as we know, of being a theologian. 
But he set forth a principle as sound theo- 
logically as it was sociologically, when he de- 
clared that principle. —Roy L. Smith. 


Willing to Give Everything 


Psa. 37-4. 
WM atiom ie lk. 
Luke 6:38. 


General Dwight D. Eisenhower, awarding 
the Medal of Merit to a group of war corre- 
spondents at ceremonies in the National Press 
Club, said he regretted he was not enough of 
an orator to do justice to the medal’s re- 
cipients. 

“It reminds me of my boyhood days on a 
Kansas farm,” Ike related. ‘An old farmer had 
a cow that we wanted to buy. We went over 
to visit him and asked about the cow’s pedi- 
gree. The old farmer didn’t know what pedi- 
gree meant, so we asked him about the cow’s 
butterfat production. He told us that he hadn't 
any idea what it was. Finally we asked him 
how many pounds of milk the cow produced 
each year. ' ba 

“The farmer shook his head and said: ‘I 
don’t know. But she’s an honest. old cow and 
she'll give you all the milk she has!” 
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“Well,” the General concluded, “I’m lik 
the cow; I'll give you everything I have.” 

—Gerry Robiclaud in Pasadena Indepen 
dent, in Reader's Digest, March, 1948. 


The Fallacy of Moderate Drinking 
ls Gomis 
Peter 1:3-8. 
Rom. 13:13. 


Drinking in moderation is not the solutioi 
of our liquor problem: it is the main cause 0 
that problem. If one drinks at all, he is likel 
to be caught in the network of social custor 
until he drinks to excess. One man offers 
round of drinks and then a second man, and _ 
third, and a fourth—each feeling that if h 
accepts a favor he must return it, each havin; 
less resistance and less sense as intoxicatios 
advances. 3 

The moderate drinker is always a candidat 
for alcoholism. Not one of the 750,000 drunk 
ards in our country—many of them men an 
women of the greatest possibility and promis 
-—started out with the intention of becoming | 
drunkard. Not one ofthe 3,000,000 men ani 
women who have come to drink to such exces 
that their alcohol slavery is a constant menac 
to their lives and careers started out with th 
thought of becoming an excessive drinket 
These excessive dringers were recruited fron 
the moderates and may at any time be adde 
to the army of drunkards. It is a terrible tol 
for any nation that calls itself civilized. It ha 
no place in a high-energy, air-borne, atomi 
age. a 

—Dr. Joy Elmer Morgan, in “The Messag 
Magazine (The Voice, Feb. 1948). 


Purpose for the Past 
ROM; Baa cll oo elie Oe a 
In the remarkable. broadcast during the las 
hour of the year 1947, a young man describec 


The aposito 


= in Sei 


work to which he had felt called. He 
_ become a teacher in a day school. He was 
husiastic about the opportunity of creative 
vice it had opened up. 
What struck him was the way in which his 
- experiences were contributing to it. He 
| been in the desert, had become familiar 
h many seaports, had seen various foreign 
ds. Lessons in geography and history could 
lit up by vivid personal reminiscenses. This 
vy task, he said, had knit his life together. 
rad “given a purpose to the past.” Experi- 
es that had seemed strange or even mean- 
less had been taken up by his new pur- 
e and woven into a pattern. 
We have felt like this about some of life's 
eriences. Bits of knoweldge or of skill in 
ne simple craft that we had forgotten, be- 
re useful to us years later, even perhaps 
king the difference between success and 
lure. There is a proverb that if we- keep 
hing for seven years we shall find use for 
The lumber-room may in time become a 
asure-chamber. 
[his is true most of all in the life of the 
rit. “We know,” writes Paul, “that all 
ngs work together for good to them that 
e God.” If our hearts are open to His 
e, so that we respond to His call, there is 
experience that will not be of value. All 
1 find a place in the pattern of the God- 
ded life. “Things present and things to 
ne’ will all have their places in our growth 
1 enrichment. But what is more, our love of 
d and our service of Him will stretch back 
oss the years. It will give a purpose to the 
t—The British Weekly. 


ved to Serve 


Isa. 56:6. 
Matt. 4:10. 
Ino. 12:26. 


Some years ago, before the present unhappy 
ations between the democracies and Japan 
sted, the Christian leader, Professor Pea- 
ly, lectured at the University of Tokyo on 
- subject, “Liberty, Culture and Christian 
vice.” The authorities of the university and 
; Emperor were delighted with the senti- 
nts expressed, and asked that it be trans- 
sd into Japanese for circulation in Japan. 
hen the professor, who was given the task 
ee it, came to the word service, he 
great difficulty in finding any word in the 
anese language that even corresponded with 


t last, a very poor substitute word had to 


used. There was no word in the Japanese 


language for ‘service.’ That is a very signifi- 
cant thing, because it is perhaps one of the 
most distinctive words in a Christian’s vo- 
cabulary. 
To serve the present age; 
My calling to fulfill, 
O may it all my powers engage 
To do my Master's will. 
—The Classmate. 


In a Jeweler’s Shop 


Pigeon bie 
Jas 2:6. 
Wtaei5 2-75 


A story to which I shall add no comment 
whatever, tells how once a man went to call 
at the place of business of one of his friends, 
who was a jeweler with a great clientele. He 
was shown some of his friend’s store of superb 
diamonds and other precious stones. Among 
them he saw one that was so lustreless that it 
caught his eye, and pointing to it, he said, 
“That one has no beauty at all.’ 

“Hasn’t it?” said the jeweler, who lifted 
the stone from the tray, and closed a fist over 
it. Then, in a few moments, he opened his 
hand again, and now the stone glowed with 
all the splendours of the rainbow. 

“Why, whatever have you done to it?” 
asked the astonished gazer. 

His friend replied, ‘That is an opal. It is 
what we call a sympathetic jewel. It only needs 
to be gripped with the human hand to bring 
out all its wonderful beauty.”—“EZRA” in 
The Methodist Recorder, London. 


An Armless Man Writes 


Matt. 9:26. 
Mark 9:23. 


“I write with the pen in my mouth, the pen 
being pressed to my shoulder, and I believe I 
am the only armless person who can write in 
this way.” That is the story told in The British 
Weekly by a resident of Leeds, and which the 
editor characterized as a story of “‘absolute 
courage.” 

This man stated he lost his arms when he 
was sixteen. He became a clergyman, and 
served four churches in succession. He also 
married. Now he is retired, but he engages in 
writing for publication—especially verse. Said 
this armless clergyman-author (The Rev. 
Joseph T. Hutton) : : 

“Whatever good my life has produced, I 


can only say that I have tried, with God’s | ante HY 


help, to justify my existence.” 
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Christmas Greens in Exchange 
For Clothing 
Luke 6:38. 
Acts 3:6. 


A pleasant story of an exchange between 
school students was related by the Associated 
Press. 

The students of Champaign High School, 
Ill., received a letter from Asher, Ky., ad- 
dressed to “Dear Unseen Friend,” signed by 
Verlin Ledington of Asher, that she would 
like to know if the students of the Champaign 
school would “exchange used clothing and 
shoes for hollies, ferns, pines and other beau- 
tiful greens that I can gather from the hills 
to decorate your homes and schools for Christ- 
mas. Her mother, she wrote, was a widow, 
and added: ‘We have no money.” 

The girls’ atheletic club, as a result of an 
appeal to the students, shipped four boxes 
of clothing and shoes to the girl, and on 
Christmas Eve they were happy to receive 
their promised gift of two big boxes. A 
pleasant exchange was this! 


The Call of Youth 


Ge) ACT Te 
Acts 16:9: 


Young people preparing for the responsi- 
bilities of the oncoming years, are in need of 
guidance, and frankly say so. A high school 
editorial in the Syracuse Post Standard most 
candidly and appealingly voices the situation 
in her own city, which probably does not differ 
much from the conditions and needs of other 
communities. Folks talk a good deal about 
juvenile delinquency; but how much service 
are they, meantime, giving to the young people 
in their immediate vicinity 


Help Wanted 


“Every year throughout the—nation, hundreds of 
youth groups, scout troops and clubs find that they 
are without an adult leader. They must find some- 
one willing to help them or else disband. 

It is a common idea of too many people that 
after they have contributed to the community chest 
they have done their part to help these youth groups. 
This money does keep the groups going financially, 
but. what they also need is leaders. : 

~_ Many people have a mistaken idea that these 
leaders are paid, and so it should be easy to get 
them. course, this is usually untrue. Most 
leaders are volunteers. That is, no doubt, the rea- 
son many people feel they cannot give up their 
time, while many others could but just don’t do it. 

Especially needed are people who have skills or 
hobbies that they can pass on to the younger gen- 
eration. Many inexperienced people, however, can 
soon adjust themselves to this type of work. Leader- 
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ship of youth simply requires an ability to g 
along with young people, an interest in their we 
fare and the intelligence to guide them. 

Perhaps if more adults served a few hours eac 
week as leaders or advisors, there would be le 
delinquency among boys and gitls.’’ — Marily 
Youngs. 


The Religion of Every Day 
Rom. 14:8. 


The apostle James made a strong plea fc 
religion that was closely related to daily lis 
ing. The English philosopher, Dr. Samut 
Johnson, once met John Wesley but resente 
the fact that Wesley didn’t want to sit dow 
and talk. Johnson said, “I like a man who | 
willing to put his legs under the table an 
have a long talk.’ Wesley knew that religio 
was not a matter of philosophical speculatio 
but rather a life to be lived —The Classmate 


One There Is Above All Others 


John 1:26, 
IT Cor. 13:11. 


Just over a hundred years ago, five Can 
bridge men, not bound to Frederick Deniso 
Maurice by any special tie, were discussin 
a recent execution, previous to which th 
chaplain of the jail had spent the whole da 
with the condemned man. They all agree 
that there were very few persons whose pre: 
ence at such time and for such an interv: 
would not add a new horror to death. Th 
conversation then turned on the choice whic 
each man would make, in the last hours of h 
life, of a companion to accompany him to i 
utmost verge, and it was agreed by all fiy 
that each should write down the name of tk 
person he would choose. The five papers, whe 
opened, were found to contain a single nar 
—that of Frederick Denison Maurice. Almo 
every man who knew him would have turne 
to him, if it had been possible, “in the hot 
of death, and in the day of judgment.” — 

—From “19th Century Teachers and Oth 
Essays,” by Julia Wedgwood. 


Eleven Men He Could Trust 


An old legned tells how Gabriel met Jes 
at the gate of Heaven when the Saviour w: 
returning at His ascension from His missic 
to the earth. ““What have you achieved?’ tl 
archangel asked. ‘‘What results have you le 
behind you yonder?’ “I have left,” replic 
Jesus, “eleven men who believe in me.” “ 
that all?’’ demanded Gabriel; and— Jesus a 


0. 


s 


eit 


he 


~ 


ted, “It is all.” “But what if they should 
you? Are you not risking defeat by com- 
ting so much to them? What if their loyalty 
uld break?” “I know them,” responded 
as, “‘and they will not fail.” He could not 
st the crowd; He could trust eleven persons. 
2 crowd still greets Jesus or passes Him by 
ording to the fashion of the hour; but each 
> of us “may walk uncowed by fear or 
our of the crowd.” 
g. Maynard Wilson, in 
don. 


the Recorder, 


Most Amazing Sight 


Senesis 1:21 “And God created great sea 
nsters (or whales). 

Some years ago, one of the strangest sights 
s to be seen in Scotland. One hundred and 
onty lesser killer whales of a kind that no- 
dy had seen for 150 years rushed up Dor- 
-h Firth, and cast themselves ashore. No one 
ew what caused the whales to come inland. 
may have been an earthquake. They were 
en to the South Kensington Natural History 
iseum. 

There are so many wonderful things in this 
ynderful world that “we should all be as 
ppy as kings!’ If you are tired of your 
mes, or have none with whom to play, just 
9k around you, and although you may not 
> a sight like this one in Scotland, you will 
d many things of great interest, and often 
great beauty. Every day there is a new sun- 
e and a new sunset. Fresh flowers and 
unts ate always springing up as Nature 
anges her garb. Think of the almost count- 
s number of birds and animals! Fabre, the 
ench naturalist, would watch an insect for 
urs. Whenever you are bored, just go out- 
ors and look around you. Watch a spider, 
some ants, or the ducks and geese. And as 
u watch them a sense of wonder will come 
you, and you will be drawn closer to God 
10 created all these things——Rev. Eric M. 
binson, St. Andrew's Rectory, Newcastle, 
aine. — 


1e Child She Loved Most 
Luke 15:4-7. 


“Which of your 13 children do you love the 
gst?” a nurse at New York’s Henry Street 
ttlement asked a mother from the slums. 
“The one who is sick until he gets well,” 
lied the mother; “the one who ts away until 
gets home.” . 

—Marion Roberts Johnson (Northport, N. 
)—Reader’s Digest, March, 1948. 
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What a “Business” 


An advertisement quoted in a Denver paper 
reads: 

“Inexperienced man over 30 to train for 
bartender’s position. If you drink, you cannot 
qualify.” 

Imagine the A. & P. stores running this ad: 

“Inexperienced man over 30 wanted to train 
for grocery clerk’s position. If you eat ginger- 
snaps, corn flakes, or liverwurst, you cannot 
qualify.” 

Imagine any business selling such a filthy 
product that it must warn its own salesmen 
against using it. What a business! —“Christian 
Herald.” 


Keep Jumping 
Matt. 24:42. 
the hour.” 
Matt. 26:40. “Could ye not watch with me?" 
Mark 13:31-33. “Take ye heed, watch and 
pray: for ye know not when the time 1s.” 


“Watch therefore, ye know not 


An ambitious young man asked a great mer- 
chant for the secret of his success. 

“There is no easy secret,” the merchant re- 
plied: “You must jump at your opportunity.” 

“But how can I tell when my opportunity 
comes ?”’ 

“You can’t, snapped the merchant. 
have to keep jumping.’ —Exchange. 


You 


Trundle Bed Christianity 


Matt. 24:23-27. “Then if any man shall say 
unto you, Lo, here IS Christ, or there; be- 
lieve it not.” 

Mark 14:56. “For many bare false witness 
against Jesus.” 


The story is told of a modern mother put- 
ting two small boys to bed, to whom a story 
had been promised. This night, she chose 
the story of boyhood experiences of her father, 
and his twin brother, after whom her wee 
lads were named. 

The setting of the story is of pioneering 
days, when heavy four-poster beds were used 
for grown-ups; trundle beds for children, were 
rolled under the large beds during the day 
when the children were about their play. A 
day came when a furious storm came up, after 
the small twin boys had said their evening 
prayers, were tucked in bed, and fallen fast 
asleep. Both father and mother feared for 
the safety of the twins, and wondered what 
to do to insure their safety, when a deafening 
noise caused them to forget their awn fears 
and run into the bedroom. Plaster: and ruin 
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were everywhere, as parents groped about with 
the aid-of candle-light. They could hear the 
boys, but could not find them, until they 
cleared away enough of the rubble to find 
that ‘the trundle bed had rolled under the 
heavy grown-up bed, and the boys were safe 
and sound.” 

“Now,” said the modern mother, ‘‘it’s time 
for you to say your prayers and jump into 
bed, and go just as sound asleep as your 
grandfather and his twin brother did long, 
long ago, in their little trundle bed.” 

“But mother,” said the little boys, ‘what 
good does it do to say our prayers when we 
have no trundle bed to keep us safe, if a 
storm should come up?” 

Too many grown-up Christians limit the 
power of Almighty God in their lives by 
adhering to trundle bed Christianity. God 
needs no ancient or modern props to work 
his will among men. 


The Pearl of Great Price 


In front of the office of the Pacific Islands 
Company in Sydney, Australia, lay a large piece 
of grey rocklike material for many years; it 
served as a doorstep to the office. Thousands 
used it to enter the offices of the Pacific 
Islands Company through the years, and none 
took notice of it. Then came Albert Ellis in 
1899, a chemist, who noticed its shape and 
color, and began asking about it; where it 
came from and how. He learned that ‘one 
of our ships brought it from the islands.” 
Ellis continued to look at it, and ask more 
questions; finally he chipped off a piece and 
tested it in his laboratory, and found it was 
Phosphate! This man’s curiosity about a door- 
step led to the discovery of enormous phos- 
phate deposits on a small island in the pacific, 
12-mile shoreline, some 20 miles south of the 
equator. The island is called Nauru, and 
played a significant part in the recent Pacific 
war, from which struggle~the Christian na- 
tives emerged with their worldly possession 
gone, but—they retained their faith in Jesus 
Christ. 


Modern Sickness 


A prominent scientist, Dr. A. C. Ivy, vice- 
president of the University of Illinois Pro- 
fessional Schools, addressed 125 Chicago Busi- 

ness Leaders on January 23, 1948, and pledged 
_ their cooperation in raising $150,000.00 for 
‘research in a fight against alcoholism. 

Dr. Ivy was reported to have said “that 
1,300,000 employes in the U. S. are total 
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inebriates and cost business an estimate 
28,600,000 work days annually because ¢ 
their addiction; an average of 22 work days 
year per person lost because of acute intoxic: 
tion.” 


Alcoholics Anonymous 


A co-founder of the Society of Alcoholic 
Anonymous, told the Society’s first intern 
tional convention held in Detroit, Michigan, 1 
January, 1948, “that they expect to add ; 
least 20,000 to its 60,000 membership durin 
1948,—men and women whom the Societ 
hopes to rehabilitate.” The speaker is furthe 
quoted as saying: ‘The estimated earnin 
power of A. A. members during 1948 woul 
be about $250,000,000.00.” 


Not News! 


News editors, always watching owlishly for som 
pixilated human to snap at a dog, never tell 1 
how many dogs spend their whole time not bitir 
men. To supply this want, the following exch 
sive news is joyously presented: 

Approximately 33,702,000 couples will remai 
more or less happily married during this year an 
not get divorced, if the current trend in marrias 
and divorce rates continues. a 

If the present auto accident rate holds throug 
this year, about 87,481,710 drivers and passenge: 
will drive over 350 billion miles -without gettin 
killed. : 

Out of the 12,971,000 little boys in the Unite 
States who are under the age of ten, only five ¢ 
possibly six will have to pass some day through tt 
terrible ordeal of being President of the Unite 
States. And of the 12,471,000 little girls in tt 
same age group, only five or possibly six will g 
themselves talked about as First Ladies of the Lan 

Probably 21,982,500 boys and girls from seven 1 
seventeen years old will not land in the juveni 
courts this year because of alleged juvenile delit 
quency, according to government statistics. 

Last year, 12,577,184~people rode on schedule 
airlines in the United States and possessions withor 
getting killed. 

Approximately 7,100,000 World War II veterat 
have never been members of the 52-20 club or r 
ceived veterans’ unemployment compensation. ; 

Nine hundred and ninety-four out of every 1,0( 
children will go through life without having 
crippling case of infantile paralysis, according to fi 
ures of Selective Service collected during the wa 
The National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis est 
mates that among children under fifteen, the chance 
of any one of them getting a crippling case of i 
fantile paralysis even during an epidemic are on 
One in a thousand. ~ in 

A train passenger has to travel 996 million mile 
on the average, before finally getting himself kill 
in a train wreck. i 

One of the most satisfactory, safest and chear 
mouth washes obtainable today, says the Council | 

ental Therapeutics, is plain water—Kipling 
Magazine. ; as 


Would Your Family Be Provided For? 


No one likes to think of anything happening to himself, but 
every minister knows that he “may get the call” with his family 
left to shift for itself. Fore-sighted clergymen plan their in- 
surance to give the family complete protection and at the same 


time establish a profitable means of saving or meeting unfore- 
seen contingencies. In addition to family protection, it offers 
an insured income for life in case of sickness, accident or per- 
manent total disability. 


For nearly 50 years The Ministers Life and Casualty 
Union has issued low-cost insurance to provide 
incomes and protection to the family. Let us tell you 
more about our plan. Fill out and mail coupon 


today. 
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Also 1 THE MINISTERS LIFE AND CASUALTY UNION 
' Legal Reserve Life Insurance 
-.. 100-A, West Franklin Avenue 
HEALTH and ACCIDENT 3s Minneapolis, Minnesota 
INSURANCE s Gentlemen: Without obligation on my part, tell me how I can 
Protect my family—Build a Retirement Fund—Pay for sickness 
| Ata Saving up to 9 * #4" 
mec lt 1 
IN atTa ec alee crasacduvesdavesescoeees rdasapobcdstontesyoyecdasasneusstuersacslvttensnaerte:ceneseapennasesen 
/{) 1 
gp Address oiessscsssssseccsssecesssssscssssessnanscsnstasccsonnsssssnessceenapiznnnnsescenascconnnssegnensssecs 
Family Hospitalization, ie ner 
a new feature just added : ICY. .cccceccecseeccesceecensccerertsscseseeseseagrecece  WEALC.. .crscerersessesecsssnserserssrercenressensensens 
ae Membership limited to ; Date of birth.............. se ge eee ES seciscevoe Eboee snusepumeesses 
‘clergymen and other professional 
- ‘workers in the religious field ¥ Denomination __..... PT et oak pe ern da AY aie ate tie ena 
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Satan’s Bifocals 


Jan Comenius was a great Bohemian reformer of 
the 16th century. He wrote a book titled “The 
Labyrinth of the ‘World and the Paradise of the 
Soul.” In this book he uses a metaphor that strikes 
us as though it were made for our times. He pic- 
tures Satan as putting ‘spectacles on the noses of 
men so that everything they see around them in 
the world appears to be the direct opposite to what 
it really is. Satan, coming in disguise, says to him, 
“I give thee these spectacles through which thou 
wilt henceforth look on the world.” And he thrust 
on my nose spectacles through which I saw... 
distant things as near at hand and near things dis- 
tant: small things large and large things small: 
ugly things beautiful and beautiful things ugly 
white black and black white. ‘Nothing seemed 
to be God, and God nothing. The spectacles. were 
made up of Custom and Illusion. Comenius in- 
tended -his metaphor to impress his readers with 
the danger of harboring a twisted apprehension of 
things in this world, and how Satan, ‘the mystery 
of iniquity,’ works on our minds, 

Such glasses the Old Enemy has fitted upon the 
noses of this generation. No better explanation 
for what is going on in politics, economics, busi- 
ness, morality, and even religion, can be given. For 
proof of this assertion simply leaf through the files 
of the daily press: politicians promise the world 
delivered into your hands, militarists rattle their 
swords, and cry “more, more,’ labor and manage- 
ment carry on their cold war endlessly, the courts 
decide we must keep religion out of the schools 
and may not even teach the Ten Commandments. 
The New England effort to found a church with- 
out a bishop and a state without a king has now 
become an effort to establish a nation without a 
God. So ugly a thing as bombing a mass of human 
beings into bloody shreds is admitted as “‘a direct 
hit, beautiful as the unfolding of a red, red rose.” 
As large a thing as the worth of an individual is 
regarded as insignificantly small in the interest of 
totalitarian rule. A priest's sacrifice of the Mass is 
regarded more valid than God's offering of Him- 
self to us in the Sacrament for the forgiveness of 
our sins. The same ‘‘wisdom’” of the world that 
nailed Him on the cross nineteen hundred years 
ago is at work doing it all over again. Modern 
man is like Isaiah's man—‘He feedeth on ashes: 
a deceived heart hath turned him aside, that he 
cannot deliver his soul, nor say, Is there not a 
lie in my right hand?” 

But God has the answer to all this. In dark days 


long ago men sang about it: ‘He that sitteth in 


the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall hold them 
in derision. Then shall He speak unto them in His 
wrath, and vex them with His sore displeasure.” 
That is the way men kept hope alive in ancient 
times. Today we have a better way. Christ, whom 
lawless men with wicked hands did crucify and 
stay, could not be holden of death nor the power of 
the devil. The Resurrection is God’s answer to a 
sin-blinded world. Thus God gives the lie to com- 
munism, secularism, naturalism, and all the forms 
of practical atheism. His throne is established, 
eternal in the heavens, the Lord God omnipotent 
reigneth. Let the earth rejoice! However brutally 
men may beat down and seemingly” destroy the in- 
nocent and virtuous who suffer for righteousness’ 
sake they are always raised up by God. Like Peer 


_ Gynt beating the Boig, they cannot land a fatal 


blow. God is never finally defeated. ; 
—Epiphany Call, Milwaukee. 
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- souls of men. 


The Future of Man 


Gen. 1:26. “God said, Let us make man ; 


our image.” 
Jobw 3 sO Cor. 2el leiZe 


Scholars studying man and his society migl 
well get together and issue a proclamatiot 
similar to the doctors’ Hippocratic oath, settin 
forth their ideals and goals for American S 
ciety, President James Bryant Conant of Ha 
vard University believes. 

He proposed such action in his address ; 
retiring president of the Society for the Ac 
vancement of Science in Chicago, Sundz 
Night, December 27, 1947. His topic we 
“The Role of Science in Our Unique Soctety. 
Dr. Conant believes ‘“To preserve and contint 
the American way of living, science researc 
must be undertaken on man’s own activities 
and added— 

“It would seem obvious that the best mine 
of the country should be devoted to a study ¢ 
the many problems arising from our endeavot 
to keep our society prosperous, strong an 
democratic,” he declared. “It is my belief thi 
methods have already been developed to a poit 
where studies of society by competent scholat 
can provide basic information to assist all thos 
practical men who struggle with the problem 
of human relations.” 

As for the immediate future, Dr. Conant e3 
pressed hopefulness: 

“Conceivably we may all be blown up b 
atomic bombs within the next few years < 
some of my colleagues seem to think. The 
reasons for this dire prediction, however, a 
pear to me to be quite inadequate. I nel 
the contrary assumption. I have faith that w 
shall be wise enough to escape a global war. 


The Mission of the Church 


The mission of the church is to save th 
That is its true mission. It | 
the only mission of the church, and should b 
its only thought. The moment a church admi 
any singer who does not sing to save souls; th 
moment a church elects a deacon who does ne 
work to save souls; the moment a church give 
a supper: or entertainment of any kind not fe 
the purpose of saving souls, it ceases by s 
much to being a church, and to fulfill the mag 
nificent commission that God gave to it— 
R. H. Conwell, Evangelist. 
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Bitter Honey } 

In the Ozark regions of Missouri and Arkansa 
parts of Tennessee, Kentucky, and Alabama, th 
bitterweed, Helenium, tenuifolium, yields plenty « 
golden honey to bees, but it is as bitter as quinit 
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¢ UNITED NATIONS CHALLENGE TO THE 
JTRCH. By Hugh C. Stuntz. Abingdon-Cokesbury. 
pp. $1.75. 
otwithstanding much has been written to prompt 
Church with proper cues, for action in regard to 
United Nations, this little volume has fully justi- 
itself by its forthright interpretation of “the time 
greatness,’’ which is ours today and of the golden 
ortunities which lie ahead of us if we will have 
1 courage and wisdom to seize them. 
ut of a rich and varied experience, the author, 
. is President of Scarritt College, approaches his 
; with great ability and simplicity. He attempts 
six short chapters to answer the driving questions 
ted to survival in our day. After an elementary 
ussion of the United Nations he proceeds to de- 
e himself with stimulating example and insight on: 
Call for Unity, The Will to Peace, The Place 
Personality, The Demands of Justice, and The Tide 
Freedom. Each topic brings into focus the essen- 
truths involved and their application in contem- 
ary life. There is a wealth of excellent quotes 
yughout the book, together with a solid phalanx of 
lchosen data in the realm of statistics. One can 
d each page with the feeling that he is treading 
reliable facts and heading toward incontrovertible 
clusions. 
he chapter on The Place of Personality is well 
th the price of the book. It undertakes to outline 
basic principles giving validity to the work of 
cemakers in today’s world. It distinguishes clearly 
| calmly the choice between Christianity and Com- 
nism and points the way to a solution, a solution, 
dentally, more desirable than any related to the 
gering militarism so much in evidence at this 
nent, It enunciates the significance of personality 
strongly that we of Christian America will be con- 
med with the Communists unless we make haste 
exalt and preserve human personality in every in- 
‘dual man and in every relationship. The author 
; one thinking some long, long thoughts, indeed !— 
n W. McKelvey. 


D TESTAMENT COMMENTARY. 
Alleman and Flack. Muhlenberg Press. 894 pp. $5.00. 


flere is a book to be hailed with rejoicing by all 
isters and other Bible students, a compact one- 
ime commentary on the Old Testament, abreast of 
latest scholarship, solid, reverent, concise, at just 
right time to serve the new interest in Old 
tament’ studies. ; 
he introductory articles written by W. F. Albright, 
eman, Flack, Myers and others, reach a high level 
informed and clear exposition of deep matters such 
the place of the Old Testament in revelation, the 
roach to the Bible, the Law, and the Canon, the 
ition to archaeology. The writer has found them 
st interesting and instructive. This is just the book 
put into the hands of earnest Sunday School 
chers. The attitude is conservative, but evades no 
blems, yet at the same time does not turn the 
k into an arena for the exercise of critical in- 
uities to the stilling of the word of God. 
he comment on each book follows an introduction 
ing forth the best conclusions on authorship, date 
| purpose. Bibliographies follow. The style is sim- 
and as nearly as possible untechnical. The look 
the page and convenience of reference facilitated 
judicious use of variety of type face is excellent. 


SENTINELS FOR FREEDOM 


A recent letter from a physician whose pas- 
tor had given him Spiritual Mobilization 
tracts spoke of the ministers who constitute 
this Crusade as “‘sentinels for freedom’. 

In a freedom-abandoning age it isn’t always 
easy or popular to champion it. But our posi- 
tion is becoming stronger each day as world 
trends and conditions become more obvious. 

When this Crusade started, fourteen years 
ago, its views were very unpopular. Now, 
especially in its crusade to get 5,000,000 new 
voters eligible and voted this year, it has the 
support of thousands who had been critical. 

This Crusade does not seek to do anyone's 
thinking. It does not tell anyone who to vote 
for or how to do his pastoral job. It never 
raises any theological issues. It is just an 
earnest group of 12,791 pastors of churches, 
“sentinels for freedom’, who take their New 
Testament seriously and believe that spiritual 
freedom, the dignity of man, the democratic 
process, and the sovereignty of the citizen over 
the state are in peril here and MUST be 
saved. 

Do you share our convictions and concerns? ° 
Will you make common cause with us? May 
we send you tracts concerning the 5,000,000 
voters campaign and other tracts incident to 
our Crusade? We need your help! Freedom 
needs friends and crusaders who, in the areas 
of their influence, will uphold it and the 
sense of individual, personal responsibility 
which alone can preserve it. 


JAMEs W. FIFIELD, JR., D.D., Director. 
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GHES, Author; RUNUS B. VON KLEINSMID, Chancellor, 


University of Southern California; ROBERT A. MILLIKAN, Cali- 
fornia Institute of Technology; FELIX MORLEY, Editor, Human 
Events; ALFRED NOYES, Author; NORMAN VINCENT PEALE, 
Clergyman; REVERDY C. RANSOM, Bishop A.M.E. Church; 
LEONARD E. RAD, President Foundation for Economic Educa- 
tion, Inc.; ROBERT GORDON SPROUL, President, University of 
California; JOHN JAMES TIGERT, President Emeritus, University 
of Florida; RAY LYMAN WILBUR, Chancellor, Leland Stanford 
University. 4 5 

pare Mp rere eo sececee (TEAL Off FLCTO) sesscssoscscersvesseesssrsvsrasersesonessnerssoe 


SPIRITUAL MOBILIZATION 


Title Guarantee Bldg. Los Angeles 13, Calif. 


I am a minister of a church and interested in the program of 
Spiritual Mobilization. Place me on your Representative List and 


send me your free publications. 4A 
NAME .occccccceccesssssescecsscspeseossssnscovsssensorcssesaceessenacensennassasesarsenssussesennsnanssosenasouenees oe 
STREET ......csscscccesssssessssssscsesssntcnsnssnecacsescsnsnsseazananeceensscossngensasnansnsntonsanssenss aseenseee 
CHURCH on eeccessssessesessetscssssesnssnssesersncecssesussesassncesnsnsarsnnsevensanenncnncnscesescunegnennes oe 
CTT Yivcscscscsssescssesssssesveresscssossenssvensencsscsconorscessscsnssacaeenss SPATS y.s.cmereres oxeaaae ped) 


St mn pd 


The book is well-printed and _ attractively bound. 
though the binding could well be stouter. The text 
used is that of the American Standard Version of 


the Holy Bible. 

The editors of the Commentary said to the writers, 
“It is impossible not to take into account the critical 
work which has been done on the books, but the pro- 
cesses of criticism have no place in the Commentary. 
We want the message of the books, the life out of 
which they came, and the life they tend to cultivate. 
No writer will be held to a particular theory of a 
book, but he must vindicate the theory by conformity 
to the standard just announced.” This is well put, 
and has been carried out in such a way as to justify 
the placing of the commentary into the hands of 


churchmen in general, without fear of confusing their 


minds with all sorts of conflicting critical theories. 
Professor Raymond T. Stamm has contributed a full 
and helpful introduction to the Old Testament Apo- 
crypha.—Paul H. Roth. 


THIS ATOMIC AGE AND THE WORD OF GOD. 
By Wilbur M. Smith. W. A. Wilde. 363 pp. $3.00. 

Soon after the first atomic bomb was dropped on a 
Japanese city, Dr. Wilbur M. Smith, familiarly and 
helpfully known to the Christian world as the author 
of Peloubet’s Select Notes, began lecturing on “This 
Atomic Age and the Word of God.’ Six months later 
this lecture was published in pamphlet form, and the 
three editions, totalling fifty thousand were soon ex- 
hausted. 

Now Dr. Smith has continued his studies in all the 
literature of the Atomic age, and as a result has ex- 
panded the original lecture into this volume of 363 
pages. It is a remarkable book for all readers who 
seek a study of the prophecies. Dr. Smith presents 


these studies from the viewpoint of a Teacher in 


Moody Bible Institute, where he was for many years 
before assuming his present position as Professor of 
Apologetics at Fuller Theological Seminary, Pasadena, 
Calif. The two final chapters fittingly discuss ‘Re- 
generation” and “Victory In Christ.” The author 
well emphasizes the truth that the man with real 
faith and fellowship with God, through Christ, is ade- 
quate for the atomic age.—Charles Haddon Nabers. 


THE DEVOTIONAL BIBLE. VOL. I—MATTHEW 
AND MARK. By Alfred Doerffler and Martin 
Kretzmann. Concordia Pub. House. 404 pp. $3.00. 
This book follows through the first two Gospels with 
simple, direct, reverent commentary designed for de- 


-votional use. Each brief section suitable in scope for 
one devotion is given a caption_and is followed by an 


appropriate prayer. The volume is published in the 
conviction that it is absolutely essential that the 
Christian read and study the Bible every day. Many 
‘are kept from such reading for lack of a guide to 
the understanding of what seems to many today un- 
familiar and mysterious. The language of this com- 
mentary is straightforward, believing and untechnical. 
Such books fill a want in a day when we still have 


_to listen to and read so much philosophising and ideal- 


izing about Christianity rather than the Gospel itself. 


Indeed, what this book aims at, and considerably at- 


tains, to be a help and encouragement in Bible- 
reading and meditation and a safe guide to the ap- 
plication of the Gospel to life, is a primary need of 
our day. While this is another book in a sense about 
the Bible, its effect will be to draw the reader to the 
Bible itself as God’s revelation and the bread of life. 
—Paul H. Roth. 
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WHAT JESUS MEANS TO ME. By H. W. Gockel. 
Concordia Pub. House. 195 pp. 

There is a distinct place for a little book like th 
It is written in a style which makes Jesus a re 
present companion of life. It is assuring and positi 
in its approach. The themes treated are: Life, Ps 
don, Peace, Power, Provision, Companionship, Hoy 
Truth, Assurance, Joy, Heaven. Selected hymns a 
printed and an index of Bible passages is include 
It is meant to be a daily companion and it should } 
Living with such little books as this one, certainly w 
develop the spiritual life with Christ where “I <% 
His, and He is Mine.” It is issued in three edition 
each with a presentation page: paper at $1, cloth 
$1.35, leather at $4.—W. R. Siegart. 


THE POWER WITHIN US. By Eugene L. Smith. 
Abingdon-Cokesbury. $1.75. | 

The book is divided into two main parts. In t 
first section, the author describes the evil condition 
our time. Any reader will find many statistics th 
are most alarming. Dr. Smith shows the rising ra 
of crime, divorce, and immorality. The picture is 
black that no man can look at it without being co 
cerned. 

The second part of the book deals with the Christi: 
answer to the problem. After diagnosing the disea 
as one caused by spiritual poverty, the cure is shoy 
to be.a religious one. Can we be healed? Yes, if } 
give the Gospel its chance in our lives and then | 
come a part of the redemptive Church. 

“The Power Within Us” is good solid stuff. It 
not as helpful in its description of what men must ¢ 
to be saved, as it is in describing their need f 
salvation. But every Christian will find here mu 
that is worth serious consideration. The thesis seer 
to me to be essentially sound and realistic—Gera 
Kennedy. 


THINK ON THESE THINGS. By Constance Garre 
The Abingdon-Cokesbury Press. 192 pp. $1.00. 
This is an attractive little volume. It is printed « 
thin paper, and will easily slide into the pocket. T 
author is both an experienced teacher -and_ train 


’ writer. Divided into six parts, the volume contai 


thirty-two brief meditations, each closing with a praye 
There is an introduction on “Seeking a Right Relatia 
ship With God,” in which the author says, “Our 3 
lation with God is our religion.” 

The following from “Love for God” gives us. : 
idea of the author’s style: “Why does the lit 
child love his mother? . . . He loves her because 8 
cares for him, clothes him, bathes him, feeds , hi 
He loves her because she comforts him when he 
hurt or brokenhearted...The little child... loves 1] 
mother because he knows her...This is the way 1 
learn to love God—by living with him day by day. 

Ministers will naturally place this book on a she 
with their other devotional *pESK CO oa 
Hart. 

IS GOD IN THERE? (An Inquiry - Concerning t 
Church In This New Age.) By Charles Tudor Leber, D. 
Revell. .204 pp. $2.50. 


Here is a compelling book. You can’t quit it un 
the end. It treats of present world problems a 
conditions with the intimacy of the author’s own <« 
perience, contacts and Ghserentions around the glol 
In its seven chapters— 

1. Is God In There? 

2. The Call of Human Suffering. - 

3. What Bombs Have Not hedged 

4. How Strong Are The Strong? a 


Stripping The Church for Action. 

The Folding Star. 

Above All, Keep The Vision. 

2 preacher will find thought-provoking themes and 
illustrative material from actual life which he 

want to use, with proper credit of course, in his 

ons aS windows upon the world and flashes of 
The literary style is at once lucid and enter- 

ng. It is worth more than the price—F. W. 

ham. 


ORGANIZATION OF THE METHODIST CHURCH 
olan B. Harmon. Abingdon-Cokesbury. $2.75. 
is is an important book for any church historian, 
it is almost a definitive book for the specialist in 
odist polity. Any person who wants to know 
thing about Methodism, either in regard to its 
tion or its present organization, will want to read 
book. Dr. Harmon has made a very. great con- 
tion to the Church in writing it. 
ch a volume as this could be, and often is, very 
but “The Organization of the Methodist Church” 
ritten so simply and directly that it holds the 
est. Any young preacher who approaches the 
edist Discipline with some trepidation, will find 
fear removed after he has looked at this clear 
concise presentation. What could be a very dry 
wearisome study becomes a living and vital sub- 
I have never read a volume on Church history 
seemed to me clearer. 
ie has the sense of objectivity here. The treat- 
t of the controversial chapters of Methodist his- 
seems to me to be eminently fair. Yet Dr. Har- 
has not glossed over the issues which were at 
e. Definitely, this is an outstanding book.—Gerald 


nedy. 


SONAL RELIGION. By Herbert C. Alleman. 
lenberg Press. 124 pp. $1.75. 
-- Alleman is professor emeritus of Hebrew and 
Old Testament at Gettysburg Seminary. Out of 
experience he presents in this volume, a series 
wenty-four short talks on various phases of per- 
1 religion. They were originally given as a series 
shapel talks at the seminary. Each is more or 
complete in itself. The language is simple and 
presentation is plain. 
lis book would serve a valuable purpose in the 
is of young people. It could be used to advan- 
as a devotional book to develop one’s spiritual 
It could also be used as a source book for talks 
roung people.—W. R. Siegart. 


THER VAN. By Alson Jesse Smith. 
igdon-Cokesbury. 240 pp. $2.50. 


1 board the “Far West’, a twenty-four-year-old 
2 preacher made the trip up the winding Missouri 
. new world. That was in 1872. He had come to 
ix City a few years before from his native state 
Pennsylvania, by way of Chicago. 

flliam Wesley Van Orsdel reached Fort Benton, 
far from the city of Great Falls, in the western 
- of Montana, on a Sabbath morning. The Penn- 
ania Dutchman looked around for a suitable place 
a service. He held the meeting in a saloon, for, 
he proprietor told him when William asked about 
ling a service somewhere, “They’s more people 
. than any place in town.” 

then “Brother Van” came to the territory there was 
= Christian activity. For a time he worked among 
Blackfeet Indians, long enough to win their con- 
nce. They called him “Great Heart”. 

ntil 1892 Brother Van continued to ride circuit 
over Montana as “missionary at large”. In that 
* he was appointed superintendent of the con- 
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ference known as the North Montana Mission, which 
was in fact a vast empire. 

Shortly after Montana was admitted to the Union 
in 1889, the capitol building was erected at Helena. 
Brother Van, who by now was recognized as Mon- 
tana’s first citizen, was called upon to deliver the in- 
ocation at the dedication of the new edifice. 

As new towns sprang up along the railroads, Brother 
Van followed with blue-prints for little white frame 
churches. Between 1892 and 1918 he built more than 
a hundred churches in Montana, as well as fifty 
parsonages. 

Brother Van retired at the age of sixty: -eight, but 
the old restlessness remained. Every Sunday found 
him preaching somewhere. He was in great demand 
at various missionary conferences that took him all 
aeross the country. 

In 1918 a state-wide birthday party was held at 
Fort Benton for this, the best-known and best loved 
man in the entire Pacific Northwest. 

A year later he died. Two governors delivered 
eulogies at his funeral in Great Falls, and the state 
capitol was draped in mourning, its. flag at half 
mast. 

A simple, rugged boulder bearing only his name 
marks his last resting place in Forestvale Cemetery, 
Helena. 

It is interesting to note that in the spring of this 
year plans were made to observe the one hundredth 
anniversary of the birth of Brother Van throughout 
Montana. In the reviewer’s own town, Miles City, 
arrangements were made to hold such a service in the 
local Methodist Church, when reference would be made 
to the visit of Brother Van, who labored in the 
Montana Territorial and State days for forty-seven 
years.—Paul R. Kirts. 


THE ESSENTIALS OF PREACHING. 
By J. H. C. Fritz. Concordia Pub. House. 73 pp. $1.50. 


The author, Dr. Fritz, was dean of Concordia Semi- 
nary, and has been professor of homiletics since 1923, 
in which capacity he has trained thousands of stu- 
dents in the art of preaching. Out of this rich ex- 
perience he brings much useful instruction and valu- 
able practical counsel in the preparation and delivery 
of sermons. He brings the whole subject of homi- 
letics under three heads: The Scripture as source 
material, the structure of the sermon, which includes 
a good outline and presentation, and good delivery. 
The little book can be very useful to preachers as 
well as to students, refreshing what may have been 
forgotten since seminary days, and recalling from 
many poor and ineffective methods of preaching into 
which preachers have fallen. The writer rightly 
stresses hard study both of the meaning of the 
Biblical message and of the form of presentation, and 
the attitude of the preacher himself. After all the 
love of God and of the people’ whom he is sent to 
serve is the indispensable which covers a multitude of 
sins. Preaching is a serious and responsible job. 
Every sermon is a precious opportunity to present the 
Word of God to the soul, and when so considered is 
never without profound effect. This book should be a 
strong deterrent to casual, shallow and mere moral- 
istic or idealistic pulpit performances.—Paul H. Roth. 


WITNESS TO THE LIGHT. By Alec R. Vidler. 
Seribner’s. Bibliography and Index. 227 pp. $3.00. 
This book comprises the Hale Lectures for 1947 and 
is a study of the theological teaching of F. D. Maurice. 
The author is the warden of St. Deiniol’s Residential 
Library at Hawarden, in North Wales, and editor of 
“Theology”. Dr. Maurice was a 19th century theo- 
logian whose Snes ee about five million words. 
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His chief concern, perhaps, was the unity:of # 
Church of Christ. While the “social gospel’? was | 
that time as yet unborn, he wrote much about f 
“theology of politics’. In many respects Maurice wi: 
a prophet. To him Christ was all in all, first @ 
the individual, then in the family, then in the natio 
and finally in all the world. 

In no place have I seen the works of Dr. Mauri 
digested and presented in such form as in these le 
tures. Here one has his views on the Church, t 
sacraments, the Bible, the creeds, forms of worshi 
the ministry, relation of Church and . State, et 
Maurice deserves study today, and this work of D 
Vidler is the best introduction available—W. R. Si 
gart. 


PILLARS OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH. 
By Abram M. Long. Revell. 189 pp. $2.50. 


Dr. Long is minister of the Fourth Presbyteriz 
Church, Philadelphia. The Pillars are ‘The Inspir 
tion of the Word of God, The Deity of Jesus Chris 
The Virgin Birth of Jesus Christ, The Need of R 
demption, The New Birth, Christ the Risen Redeeme 
The Personal Return of Christ.’ Dr. Long gives 
scholarly and vigorous account of the Pillars, and h 
book should be of help to any preacher who nee 
aid in expounding and defending these teachings. 
Wm. Tait Paterson. 


CAN WE BELIEVE IN GOD? By Gardiner M. Day 
Cloister Press. $2.00. 


What a heartening spiritual experience one ge 
from the reading of this little book. The preach 
will say as he reads, ‘‘That’s the way I’ve alwa 
wanted to say it.” This is a series of six sermol 
preached in Christ Church, Cambridge, Mass.  T1 
topics of the seven sermons are:— 

“Why I Believe in God.” “Can We Believe in. 
Personal God?” ‘‘What is God Like?’ “God Depen 
Upon Us.” ‘We Depend Upon God.” “God in Christ 
“The Victory of Faith.” 

One cannot rest in agnosticism not knowing or ca 
ing whether God exists or not. Man has himself ar 
the universe on his hands and things occur in bh 
life that compel him to push on and seek an answe 
It is not easy to live as though there was no mea 
ing to life. 

This ever-recurring theme is vital for our day. O1 
people need to be reminded that immortality is n 


~ just a relationship to time, but is essentially a rel 


tionship to God. These seven sermons represent got 
preaching.—Charles F. Banning. 


THIS HOLY VENTURE. By H. Torrey Walker. 
Muhlenberg Press. 224 pp. $2.50. 


The title of this book of Lenten sermons is take 
from the Palm Sunday sermon by the Rey. William 
Moyer, and well fits the general idea of the volum 
which is the holy venture of being fellow workers wi 
Christ in bringing the Kingdom of God into bein 
Edited by a layman, the sermons are by twenty-ty 
United Lutheran pastors, one of whom is a syn 
president, one a seminary professor, one an editc 
one a secretary in executive position, and one 
missionary to China. The rest are in active paste 
ates. All age groups are represented. The sermo 
are for the Sundays from Septuagesima to Easte 
Sermons for the Wednesdays of Lent and the da 
of Holy Week are also included. The Lenten s 
mons from this publication house are always pop 
lar, and this one will maintain the good Teputaad 
established.—_W. R. Siegart.. — 


id-\Veek Suggestions 


tebekah and Isaac 


rgan: ‘Communion’’—Batiste. 

all to Prayer: ‘Lord, I cry unto Thee: 
e haste . . . (Psalm 141:1-3) “God is a 
it, and they that worship Him must wor- 
. Him in spirit and in truth.” John 4:24. 
[ymn: “Father, All Glorious... .” 

aslm: 33, responsively. 

lymn: “Teach me, my God and King.” 
cripture: Gen. 24:1-67 (Assign to various 
lers, whose names may be announced in- 
nally as the reading progresses. Notify 
lers week in advance). 

lymn: “I Need Thee Every Hour.” 


leditation: There is a parable called “The Ugly 
se,” told by Gilbert K. Chesterton, as only he 
tell a story. The parable is the story of a super- 
itive architect, walking about one day, and com- 
upon a very ugly house. The sight was so re- 
ing to his esthetic senses that he suffered 
eme agony of spirit, so much so that his life 
despaired of for a time. The fear that in some 
uarded moment he might again be lured onto 
street, where the monstrosity stood, pursued 
like a nemesis. He was forced to evolve some 
. to insure himself against this possibility, so he 
upon a sure method of avoiding it,—he de- 
d that the only way was to move into it and live 
e. So he did, and as the story goes, lived 
pily ever after. 

he purpose of a parable is to point out a truth, 
difficalt as it may seem, the way here indi- 
d is that the remedy for an ugly or revolting 
fior, is to move into the interior, and the im- 
ant application here is to life itself. Imagine 
hing up the externals of thousands of human 
s—their scopes, styles, proportions—on a sensi- 
film, and showing it to Chesterton’s architect. 
would die on the spot. A hideous conglomera- 
, the whole giving fairly good evidence of a 
wn-together hodge-podge, with windows to see 
wherever a carelessly thrown stone might hit. 
ny? yes! if it were not so tragic! ic 
Je see no evidence where humans stood to- 
er in their plans for building their lives, ac- 
ing to a thought-out plan— that is on honest, 
ere, consistent, constructive, and beautiful lines. 
vever, within the scope of this revolting ex- 
yr, and scrappy miscellany, there do -exist some 
lite plans, which require thought, judgment, 
m, faith, and love,—these are our interior re- 
ces. Exercising our abilities and rights to make 
vidual decisions, we move into the interior of 
conglomerate mess, and there we plan the 
ily circle, family routine, health, children with 
r many responsibilities and blessings, we plan 
nesses which will net us the wherewithall to 
hase the things needed to keep the interior of 
lives beautiful. 

lere, too many of us come to rest. We do not 
s on to seize the great spiritual and satisfying 
gs of life, promised by Him who told His 
ywers so simply that He had come. to bring 
, more abundantly. 

: other words, while we have moved from the 
- exterior, into the interior, we move only into 


th 1948 
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Brooks Simplified Indexing 

Instantly locates the article, reference, 
ject you want. 

Because of production problems, the 

dexing System is no longer available. 


verse or sub- 


best known in- 
That’s why Dr, 


Keith L. Brooks, a specialist in filing and indexing 
material for ready reference, is now putting on the 
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plified. 
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drawer or folder, with complete instructions for filing 
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hours of hunting. 
Initial 100 card set with full instructions $3.50 post- 
paid. Extra file cards any time, $1.50. 
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True Brotherhood _ . 


The Arapesh of New Guinea, it is said, never 
eat any game of their own killing. It must be 
given to. someone else, and each man hunts that 


another may eat. 
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the kitchen, the eating and sleeping sections. Too 
few of us move far enough into the interior of 
life, to possess the real living quarters. Ruskin says, 
“There is no wealth but life; life, including all its 
powers of love, joy, and admiration. The great cry 
which rises from all our industrial cities louder 
than the furnace blast is that we manufacture 
everything but men. We blanch cotton, strengthen 
steel, refine sugar, shape pottery; but to brighten, 
strengthen, refine or to form a single living spirit 
never enters into our catalog of processes.” 

Life consists of living it, from the inside out. 
“And I came this day unto the well, and said, O 
Lord God of my master Abraham, if now thou do 
prosper my way which I go: Behold, I stand by 
the well of water; “And I bowed down my head, 
and worshipped the Lord, and blessed the Lord 
God of my master Abraham, which had led me 
in the right way;’ ‘Then Laban and_Bethuel 
answered and said, The thing proceedeth from the 
Lord: we cannot speak unto thee bad or good... . 
Behold, Rebekah is before thee; take her, and go, 
: as the Lord hath spoken.’—(Raymond L. 
Foreman). 


Hymn: “Where Cross the Crowded Ways 
at, Lite.” 

Reader: “Recipe for Living,” 
Grant Walton. 


by Alfred 


Some things a man must surely know, 
If he is going to live and grow: 

~ He needs to know that life is more 
Than what a man lays by in store, 
That more than all he may obtain, 
Contentment offers greater gain. 


He needs to feel the thrill of mirth, 
And sense the beauty of the earth, 

To know the joy that kindness brings 
And all the worth of little things. 


He needs to have an open mind, 
A friendly heart for all mankind, 
A trust in self—without conceit—, 
And strength to rise above defeat. 


He needs to have the will to share, 
A mind to dteam, a soul to dare, 
A purpose firm, to fight, to plod, 
A faith in man, a trust in God. 
Hymn: “Great God, from Whom all Bless- 
ings Flow.” 
Prayer and Benediction. 
Organ: ‘March Religeuse’’—Gounod. 


II. Inheritance Taxes 


Organ: “Sunrise” —Diggle. 

Call to Prayer: ‘Hear my cry, O God; at- 
tend unto my prayer. From the end of the 
earth will I cry unto Thee, when my heart is 
overwhelmed; lead me to the rock that is 
higher than I. For thou hast been a shelter 
for me, and a strong tower from the enemy. 
I will abide in thy tabernacle forever.” Psa. 
61:1-4a, . 

Hymn: “Lead Kindly Light...” 

Psalm: 64, tesponsively. 

Hymn: “Jesus, Still Lead On...” 


Page 250 


Scripture: Luke 12:13-34;41-48. q 
Hymn: “All Glory, Laud and Honour. 


Meditation: Hero-worship is a human trait. 4 
old as man, and the list is expanded at times, unt 
it now includes activity in most every field 
human endeavor. We have heroes of the battle 
field, the athletic field, recreational realm, scientifi 
literary, political, and business realms. At presen 
we witness the spectacle of hero-worship in th 
realm of labor; politics, and entertainment, an 
radio commentators. 

Activity in each of these fields, or all of thet 
lumped together, is possible in a nation of fre 
people, because of the priceless heritage of th 
heroism of the countless millions who have gon 
on before us, discharged their duties as citizen: 
obeyed the laws, taught their children to treasut 
the privilege of worshipping God as they saw fi 
This was their payment to the nation for th 
heritage received,—citizenship in a country of fre 
peoples. 

Each generation of citizens, assuming the rol 
of workers, leaders, voters, —- whether the 
sphere of activity lies in the entertainment fiel 
scientific, educational, coal mining, type-settin; 
house-wife and mother,—each generation owes 
debt to the nation which has bestowed upon ii 
citizens the heritage this nation has, not only 3 
the form of taxes paid into the federal treasut 
in the form of money; it owes a greater debt, thi 
of supporting and obeying its laws, or taking o 
derly steps to change the laws, to the credit an 
benefit of all citizens. ; 

No citizen, no matter how wealthy he may b 
nor how powerful he may be in imposing his pe 
sonal whims upon the departments of governmen 
is excused from the responsibility of obeying tk 
nation’s laws, and discharging his personal ff 
sponsibilities. The greater the wealth, the great 
the responsibility for honesty, loyalty, and fairnes 
the more power a leader in any phase of life : 
this nation may accrue to himself, the greater h 
responsibility to those whom he leads, and to tl 
nation of which they are citizens. Responsibili 
walks step by step with privilege. Duty is tl 
guide and guardian of free men. Those of us wl 
inherit the freedom bestowed by citizenship of th 
great nation, will hold and merit that inheritan 
only as we pay back to the nation by being goc 
citizens. —(H. D. Allen.) 


Hymn: ‘‘Faith of Our Fathers . . .” 


Reader: Men need the upward gaze. It hel 
them to sidestep the destructive philosophy of me 
power and things. Men are obsessed by power at 
possessions, but these never yet have saved a mat 
self-respect, honor and soul; they often combine — 
cause the loss of all three. Power and money pk 
losophy blot out the worthwhile things in lif 
such as honesty, humility, thought of others, obec 
ence to law, cooperation for the good of all. 

There is no equivalent in the money-pow 
realm for truth, respect, esteem, love, righteot 
ness, humility, greatness of spirit. Money a 
Power feed on selfishness, arrogance, flaunting t 
law which others cherish and obey, which in t 
end exact their own payments in disgrace and o 
livion. ; 4 

Obligation to God and our fellowmen can 
discharged only by facing its responsibilities, ele 
ing to accept them, and paying the price. (H.G.1 

Hymn: “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God . 
mighty...” ae 


rayer and Benediction. 
"gan: “March’’—Petreli. 


Peace Among Men 


agn: “Idyll’—Ludebuehl. 

all to Worship: “I will praise the Lord 
2 my whole heart, I will show forth all 
‘ marvelous works. I will rejoice and be 
1 in Thee; I will sing praises to Thy 
1e, O Thou most high.” Psa. 9. 


Iymn: “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ 
ne.” 
salm: 29, responsively. 


Tymn: “How Firm a Foundation.” 
cripture: Prov. 4. Jer. 4:19. Matt. 10: 1, 
0. 

Tymn: “Gteat God, from Whom all Bless- 
s Flow.” 


{editation: Memory is the cloister of the soul. 
hin its sacred prescincts are precious treasures 
ered far and wide, to which we may turn again 
again for our enjoyment and renewal of courage. 
e may be found the fragment of some inspired 
m, a word of wisdom gleaned from an ancient 
- or from a youthful enthusiast, some haunt- 
strain of soul-inspiring music. 

lere are pictures of the family circle on a 
ter’s evening, the musings beside a quiet brook, 
he benediction of some hidden nook where God 
ime a reality to us. Then there are the great 
nents of our priceless heritage, a mother’s self- 
devotion, an understanding friendship, a child’s 
ting eyes. Something noble realized is not only 
1omentary pleasure, but an enduring possession. 
h day, each hour, in our own way, we are 
ing our own collection for the cloistered halls 
memory. What shall we find in the years to 
i, as we review our decisions of these fate- 
hours? Are we looking up to Him, who offers 
His peace and understanding; or are we ready 
slace our trust in weapons with which to destroy 
- which he has placed in our keeping?—Alfred 
nt Walton. 


Hymn: “Take it to the Lord in Prayer.” 


teader: 


“I wonder if again this year 
When loved ones meet, 

To deck the graves of those who hailed 
Life’s last retreat; 

If men will raise a pious voice 
And plead for boys 

For war to crush, as children would 
Their soldier's toys?” 


Hymn: ‘A Charge to Keep I Have.” 
Prayer and Benediction. : 
Organ: “March Religeuse’’—Gounod. 


Most Versatile Genius 
eonatdo da Vinci, famed artist, was the most 
satile genius of his age, and he lived during the 
of geniuses, the Renaissance. His views, had 
been published, would have revolutionized 
‘scientific world of that time, but no one knew 
y to read them. 
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Communion Tables-Pulpits-Chairs 
il Altars - Lecterns - Baptismal Fonts 


Sead for Illustrated Catalogues 


J. P. REDINGTON & CO. 


SCRANTON 2, PENNA. 


PULPIT and CHOIR 


Cotrell and Leonard, Inc. 
Established 1832 


485 Broadway Albany, N. Y. 
Quality Materials, Dependable Service 


Ww  Jndividual 
THE SANITARY Communion CUPS 
CONVENIENT, NOISELESS AND SANITARY 
Our communion set as illustrated permits an impressive 
ceremony and leads the 
field in communion ser- 
vice. Available in ma- © 
hogany, oak or walnut in 4 it 
either 25, 36 or 49 cup 
size and can be stacked. 


Circular and quotations on request 


SANITARY COMMUNION SERVICE 
Box 396-Dept. E. Rochester 2, N. Y. 


CLARKS _ UNITYPE 
BRONZED COPPER 
CHURCH BULLETIN BOARDS 
ano BULLETIN BOARD LETTERS 


ILLUMINATED CROSSES 


ART BRONZE TABLETS 
CHURCH MARKERS 


MEMORIAL &GIFT PLATES 
<a 


W L. CLARK COMPANY, Inc. ; 
52 LAFAYETTE ST. Mirs., Est. 1914 NEW YORK 13 
SEPARATE LITERATURE OF EITHER ON REQUEST 


: | 
A minister of the United Church of Canada would 
be willing to supply for any church first four Sundays 
in_ August. e 
Small remuneration and use of Manse or Parsonage. 
No children, — Box #4, The Expositor. 


Thirsty men make their way to a well. 
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Before the Day’s Work Began 
Rev. 2:24-29. “And I will give him the 
morning Star.’ 


A business man tells of driving to work 
along an accustomed route, — a route travelled 
every working day for many years. Came a 
day, when traffic stopped his progress at a 
given point, and he looked up, instead of 
ahead and downward. What did he see? The 
name of his pioneering grandfather, as the 
builder of one of the old and solidly founded 
buildings and interprise in the community! 

For years this man had carried his petty 
worries home with him, and gave them space 
in his mind daily on the way back to work. 
This day, it was different. The sight of his 
grandfather's name on the side of this build- 
ing was a discovery, and a great adventure. It 
swept from his mind all self-pity, petty con- 
cern, determination to out-wit those who made 
his business a practical reality! His grand- 
father! Here was evidence that anyone who 
could understand that he had in him by right 
of inheritance what “it takes!” A changed 
business man? Yes, he drove the self-same 
route daily, but he focused his eyes on the 
concrete evidence that he had what “7 takes’’, 
and when he arrived at the office, he knew 
that he was equal to the tasks which a modern 
day brings to all doers. 

Every living soul can look about him and 
see the handiwork of the Father on every 
hand, if he will but open his eyes to the 
- truth. The Father has endowed all his chil- 
. dren with what “it takes” to meet fully and 

acceptably the tasks with which he charges 
them. —_———— 


Christian Marriage 
(Continued from page 218) 


had the grace to remember that we ourselves 
constantly stand in need of forgiveness for our 
own thoughtlessness, blindness, «stupidity! To 
tun down the little grudges and misunder- 
standings while they are still small, and to 
settle them in the spirit of a Christian mag- 
nanimity, that in itself is part and parcel of 
the “holy estate of matrimony.” To say to a 
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beloved comrade and life-partner, “Even 2 
God in Christ continually forgives me, eve 
from His Cross of shame, so do I, in Hi 
Name, forgive you. unto seven times seventy 
—-that is to breathe the life-giving spirit 0 
New Testament Christianity, apart from whic 
thousands of homes in this nation are heade 
for the rocks! Writes Whittier, 

“Love scarce is love that never knows th 
sweetness of forgiving!” 

When a hard-working husband recently for 
got his fifth wedding anniversary, his wife 
rather than deal in accusation and bitternes: 
quietly set a wedding cake with five candles o1 
it upon the dinner table. Quietly she said 
“Poor dear, you have worked so hard, an 
have hardly had time to remember.’’ An 
then, lighting the candles, she added, “Bu 
haven’t we had five wonderfully happy year 
together?” It required an unselfish mag 
nanimity to say and do that; but it insured th 
happiness of a home. ‘‘The purification of th 
intellect and the heart, from year to year,’ 
says Emerson, “is the real marriage.” : 

In all our efforts to build a more stabh 
world order, we can and we must begin a 
close in as our homes. Dr. Hilda Ives refer. 
to Christian homes as “tiny democracies”, it 
which are practiced from day to day, the val 
ues and-virtues we wish to see writ large-it 
the world. And that consummate builder o: 
Christian churches of the First Century, th 
Apostle Paul, refers in one of his letters te 
“Aquila and Priscilla, and the Church that i 
in their house.” With God’s help to. mak 
our homes the Kingdom of God in miniature 
would be to render the greatest possible ser 
vice to our day. 

A returning soldier thus described to ; 
friend what meant most to him when he cam 
back: “One has gripped my hand and said ; 
bit huskily, “Well, son—Oh son, but it’s Z00¢ 
to see you!’ One has held me in her arm 
and cried a bit and seen that I had m 
favorite dessert after dinner. One has saic 
and done a number of things that are no 
body's business but hers and mine. One ha: 
put muddy paws on my uniform and neath 
wagged his tail off trying to tell me that he’ 
glad to see me.” “ 

Homes, happy homes, with the Design 0} 
Heaven wrought out in them! Training place: 
for the Christian democracy we desire to se 
at large in our world! Sacred altars fron 
which our sons and daughters go out to serve 
God and fellowmen! Christian homes, the 
only hope and salvation of an unstable world 

“What therefore God has joined together 
let not man put asunder.” (Matt. 19:6b) 3 
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y People Go To Church 
ntinued from page 220) 


lose a poor, miserable humanity is ‘ex- 
g. For these people—TI pray. I go to 
rch because I want to do all I can to 
e the kind of world I will want for the 
ily of which I might some day be the 
ner. I want the kind of world in which 
children and my children’s children can 
vy up without fear. I can’t go to the 
ed Nations conference and help a lot of 
talk about how the world should be run, 
I can do something that will have more 
t on present deplorable conditions, and 
is pray. Men can never bring about any- 
g without the help of God. If ever we 
| His help, now is the time.” 

ighteen others felt that by going to Church 
were making a contribution to the cause 
ood in the struggle against evil. 


For Final Reward 


xteen essays included a thought about a 
reward. Most of these essayists hoped 
the peace and security which they find in 
g to Church would be theirs forever, as 
ch-going is only a means to an end. The 
is the interesting, real, and attractive 
se with many mansions to which our 
| alluded. One person stated her hope 
a final reward by referring to the coming 
1e Lord on earth. Another concluded his 
r with this statement: ‘Last but not least, 
because it pays.” I haven’t figured that 
out yet. 
stating their reasons for going to Church, 
contestants listed 388 ideas. Of these 29 
motives of adoration and 37 are motives 
ratitude, a total of 66 statements by peo- 


who go to adore and thank God. In 


rent words 61 spoke of gaining strength 
nourishment for the soul. The desire for 
t peace and security was spoken highly of 
| references. Of these only nine. included 
iveness. Thirty-six go to learn, 11 seek 
ance —a total of 47 who yearn for light 
ife’s way. A sense of duty was listed 37 
; and the power of example 10, which we 
grouped together as those who seek to 
1 an obligation. The atmosphere of a 
ch was listed 22 times and the love of 
s 19 times— perhaps two ways of say- 
they go for spiritual enjoyment. Thirty- 
like to meet and unite their voices and 
ations with others. Nineteen are think- 
and praying primarily for a better world 
hich to live. And fourteen expressed the 
of a final reward. : ¥- 
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Bells 
(Continued from page 228) 


Bellevue is a symbol of the brotherhood of 
man, for there the three major Faiths wor- 
ship within 20 feet of each other. There is 
no such paralellel in the world, where—in the 
same building, on the same floor—adherents 
of the three Faiths worship God in their own 
way. Each year the three Chapels sponsor inter- 
faith programs and lectures which promote a 
closer bond of understanding and good will. 

Another outstanding example of interfaith 
cooperation is now under construction at the 
Russell H. Conwell Memorial Church, Broad 
and Berks Streets, in Philadelphia. The Chapel 
will be open to all faiths in memory of the 
sacrifice of the four chaplains who gave up 
their lives to save servicemen on the ship “Dor- 
chester.” ‘‘Carillonic Bells” will ring out from 
the Chapel to voice the magnificent sentiments 
of faith, hope and charity, expressed im- 
mortally by these four chaplains of different 
faiths who joined hands and met death  to- 
gether. 

The ringing of ‘‘Carillonic Bells’ inspired 
these words from the pen of Lewis Deak, a 
devout layman of Los Angeles, California: 


- “Bells are the most persusaive of all human in- 
struments of sound or music. They rouse man from 
his sleep to face his daily tasks. For wakeful ears 
they strike the hours. They call him to the com- 
fort and refreshment of his meals. They summon 
little children to school. They warn of fire and 
approaching danger. They peal for victories and for 
weddings. They knell for death. The history of man- 
kind has nowhere been recorded better than in its 
bells. From the tinkling of its children’s toys 
through the ever changing pattern and vicissitudes 
of the lives of its people, the solemnity of its 
funereal tolling and finally to the hope expressed 
in the joyous triumphant peal of the Resurrection 
Bells of Eastertide.”’ 


A Straw Bridge 


A biologist tells of how he watched an ant 
carrying a piece of straw which seemed a big 
burden for it. The ant came to a crack in the 
eatth which was too wide for it to cross. It 
stood for a time, as though pondering the sit- 
uation, then put the straw across the crack and 
walked over upon it. 

What a lesson for us! The burden can be- 
come the bridge for progress—War Cry. 


Freedom Too Radical 


After the 13 states banded together to become 
a nation, reports a radio commentator, one country 
in Europe refused to recognize this nation. They 
considered a government based on the ideal of free- 
dom too radical—RUSSIA. 
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Fear and Religion 
(Continued from page 221) 


horrifying hell and the threat of ,cternal dar 
nation. Dr. Lewis Dunnington recalls th 
experience of his childhood: “At the age 
five I heard a sermon on hell, in which % 
emotionally wrought-up minister vivid] 
described the searing flames as they wrappt 
themselves around a descending sinful sot 
On reaching home we looked in the fami 
Bible at a picture of a group of condemn 
people being plunged from the judgment se 
of God, wrapped about by big snakes, the 
eyes darting from their sockets as they gaz 
into the sea of flame waiting for them. F 
lying, cheating, or denying Christ, they we 
eternally damned.” 

Later he asked his pastor how long eternt 
was and received the answer, “If a little bi 
were to carry away one grain of sand eve 
thousand years from the ocean beaches of # 
world, when he had removed the last grain | 
sand after uncountable billions of years, eter 
ity will have just begun.” How could a chi 
ever reconcile a loving God with such an id 
of justice? No wonder children become ne 
rotics or awake from their sleep screaming 
terror. Too often we believe it is easier 
panic people into the kingdom rather thi 
winning them by the magnetic love of Chri 
Jesus said, “Let the little children come 
me.” He did not say we must stampede the 
with terrifying threats. 

In my college days, when I was sermo 
sampling, I dropped in on a hair-raising 1 
vival. The evangelist assumed that only the 
who were present in that auditorium had a 
hope for salvation and that the remainder 
the community was beyond saving. When 
concluded his vivid message and invited t 
penitents to come forward, many of the co 
gregation left. Dismayed, he called to t 
ushers to close and bolt the doors lest othe 
lose this opportunity of securing an option | 
a seat in heaven. ‘Then followed such 
ptayer as I have never heard before or sin 
He prayed that God would haunt the lives. 
those who had walked out, that He wou 
make them miserable in spirit, that their p 
lows would be hard as stone, that their ey 
would be sleepless. He prayed that dreadi 
visions of flames and misery would torte 


them so that they would return on the ne 


night and come to the altar for his assurar 
of salvation. If this be religion, then we ¢ 
understand why multitudes avoid it, 


Fear From Frustrations = 
What we must remind ourselves is, d 


The evo 


se e oh si a 


sct religion revolves about love. A half- 
ect religion is 50% fear. Except we are 
to remove from our spiritual vision those 
ynal equations that arise from our own 
djustments, our opinions may be distorted 
rotesque. Our childhood fantasies, sup- 
sed impulses, and inhibitions band to- 
er to color our attitudes and warp our 
ments. Dr. James Joyce, for instance, 
able to see in the vividly fearful denun- 
ons of Jonathan Edwards, a form of 
‘ious sadism. He writes, “His preaching 
es were substituted for sexual ones. His 
sh imagery, preached with ecstatic fervor 
frightful vehemence, released and put in- 
ction the tremendous: sexual potentialities 
he man which had been inherited in full 
> from the tribes of satyrs and Jukeses, 
yorse, who graced his family tree.” 

hat a field day a psychiatrist would have 
nalyzing the motives of parents, preachers, 
teachers, who thwart the natural inclina- 
s of young people by branding a deck of 
s as a Devil’s prayer book, or speak of 
dance floor as the gates of Hell, or de- 
mce movie-going as a heinous sin! How 
y well-meaning, but grim-faced Christians 
1 a doctor to help uncover their youthful 
trations which have poured over into ab- 
mal channels of self-righteousness. It takes 
ealthy mind, made whole by confession, 
riveness, and rebirth, to grasp the infinite 
- of God and to present it in all its win- 
e attractiveness to others. 


Terminology and Theology 


Auch of the language of the Bible is too 
sh for children’s ears. Terminology that 
e seemed apt now sounds crass to a more 
lized age. 
9d of the Lamb’ has a wealth of mean- 
but might sound offensive to modern 
. It could be terrifying to a child to be 
sd, ‘“‘Are you washed in the blood of ‘the 
ab?”” Terms like “purified in the power 
Christ,” or “reborn in the love of Christ’, 
e a depth of meaning and are free from 
gruesome connotations. For similar rea- 
s, many communions have given up “Holy 
gst”, for “Holy Spirit.” By actual tests, 
associations in youthful minds with the 
d “ghost”? are not wholesome or pleasur- 
. Equally harmful has been the ex- 
ssion ‘the unpardonable sin.” Interpreta- 
is of the unpardonable sins are almost as 
ed as interpreters, yet young people often 
e this expression as the nucleus of some 
ressing guilt complex. Frequently people 
fess to being guilty of that sin, but usually 
.- 
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A traditional phrase like “the 
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shining road of loving kindness. 


they disagree about what it was. Many ney 
can state clearly what they believed it to b 
although they feel sure they are suffering i 
consequences. In a Boston paper some yea 
ago was a story of a girl in her teens wl 
hanged herself and left behind a note sayin 
“There is no hope for me. I have committe 
the unpardonable sin.” Yet there was no ey 
dence of any crime or great sin and docto 
believe this sense of guilt was purely imag 
nary. . , 

To preserve various creeds and theologie 
earnest Christians ofttimes wield a warning ¢ 
dire consequences over the non-conformist 
The Roman Church held its masses in a gfi 
of fearful obedience for many centuries wil 
its doctrine of non salus extra ecclesia and i 
threat of ex-communication. In the medi 
eval church, a priest or parishioner who spi 
a drop of consecrated communion wine wi 
summarily put to death as being guilty ¢ 
spilling Christ’s blood. Cotton Mather on 
preached that hell was paved with the skel 
tons of unbaptized babies. What a terrib 
judgment one is calling upon himself, whe 
he seeks divine power to punish those wh 
do not conform to his idea of religion! Th 
ologies and creeds are not God’s laws, bi 
man’s feeble attempt to explain them. Tk 
ultimate truth is always with God, but th 
closer we get to that truth, the more we s¢ 
of the loving kindness, the mercy, and tk 
patient forgiveness of the heavenly Father. 

Fear in religion is an indication of unce 
tainty. The amount of fear we inject int 
our faith is directly related to the distance w 
are from the truth. When Jesus prayed to-h 
Father, he did not say “Thy name be feared; 
but “revered.’” The key to the Christian fait 
is in the idea of love. You cannot make yy 
ward progress in your soul without that dom 
nant idea. If somehow in your religious phi 
osophy you have side-tracked into avenues < 
frightening theologies, terrifying consequence 
and eternal damnations, then it would be wi: 
to backtrack until you discover where ye 
have gotten off the Way. Go back unt 
love becomes the incentive and then climb tt 

This certainly does not mean that your f 
ligion should be flippant, amusing, or insolen 
For the purest love is based on a deep sen 
of awesome respect. Only when you hay 
found the highest reverence for sacred thin; 
can you have abiding joy. Only when yc 
have entrusted your life to divine love can ye 
find the true inner peace “which passeth a 
human understanding.” (I John 4:18; Psal: 
27:1) 2 
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